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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Pastor Terry Farmer  812-602-3571 
Minister of Visitation     Linda Steurer   812-963-3394 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Steve Sampson  Linda Steurer  Sheila Bender 
Vice President Dave Henze  Ron Tillman 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Lynn Johnson 
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Roger Damm  812-963-6868 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 
Tony Steurer  812-499-8860  Randy Ricketts  812-963-0924 
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The men and women serving our country 
 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews 
of Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer 
Ezekiel Townsend and crew  of USS Alabam a
-husband of Paige Townsend 

3/3 Jason Lewis 3/16 Tony Steurer 

3/4 Kim Cates 3/18 Elgene Williams 

3/6 Dale Buente 3/20 Allison Tieken 

3/6 Janis Hanes 3/21 James Jones 

3/7 Mary Ellen Damm 3/21 Don Lauderdale 

3/7 Judy Gabe 3/21 Angie Paul 

3/7 Eva Lasher 3/21 Gayle Young 

3/9 Michael Gabe 3/23 Hayley Kaelin 

3/9 Cherrie Schmidt 3/25 Peyton Ahrens 

3/10 Cissy Kraft 3/25 Aaron Henze 

3/11 Lydia Johnston 3/25 David Nix 

3/11 Tom Scheller 3/27 Jeanette Phillips 

3/14 Gordon Conley 3/28 Ninita Conley 

3/15 Eldon Maasberg 3/28 David Henze 

Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 
Pine Haven Health & Rehabilitation Center 
812-424-8100 
3400 Stocker Drive-47720 
Elgene Williams-Room 403-B 
 
 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Dorothy Hopple –Leisure Living-3024 Restful Place-Evansville, 
IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Dorothy Martin-15530 AJ Drive-Evansville, IN  47725 
 
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment 143 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
Tom Scheller-Room  610 
 
Evansville Protestant Home-476-3360 
3701 Washington Ave-Evansville, IN  47714 
Karen Schaefer-23 South 
 
North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 



St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

December 2020 

      

     

 Income  

  Contributions $34,550.00 

  Other Income 919.98 

     

 Total Income $35,469.98 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 9,676.65 

  Administrative Expenses 542.85 
  Church Property Maintenance 2,399.57 

  Evangelism & Outreach 219.58 

  Stewardship & Missions 1,827.58 

  Nurture & Discipleship 

1,589.46 

 

  Worship & Church Renewal 0.00 

  Congregational Life 0.00 

     

 Total Expenses $18,959.59 

    

Beth Skeels still has    

Hacienda Gift Cards   

available. If you would  

like some please contact her.  

If you are a member of St. Paul’s UCC German 

Township and will be graduating this spring and are 

planning to attend an  accredited two year, four year 

or technical    college, you may be eligible to apply 

for the Goebel Family Endowment Fund           

Scholarship. Please call Norma at the church office 

(812) 963-3394 or Donna Schmidt at (812) 963-3431 

to add your name to the list by March 21, 2021 

 

 

Don’t forget to ‘spring forward” on 

March 14,2021. Rather than getting 

up at 2 am to set your clock, you 

may prefer to set it when retiring for 

the night.  

If you are the person who will prepare the 
annual report for your ministry, team, or 
committee, please send them to Norma who 
is already working on our compilation of all 
reports for the Annual Meeting.  Please 
have your report to the office by March 15th. 

Thanks! 



Water is life. Water is love. Let love flow.  

Access to clean fresh water is vital for all of humanity, but for women in  particular, water access means the 
difference between life and death for them and their families. The United Nations International Observance of 
World Water Day (March 22) reflects on the importance of water in our daily lives and remembers those who 
lack access to adequate drinking water supplies. 

For women and girls around the world, it can be a 12 hour walk to the nearest water source to collect water to 
maintain basic needs and crucial hygiene practices during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

With you support,100 families will benefit from the Water Well, Project, sponsored by the United Church of 
Christ in Mozambique (UCCM). When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you invest in the hopeful future 
of women and girls around the world and service as co-works with God to build a just world for all.  

Our One Great Hour of Sharing denominational offering is usually collected on March 14.  If you would like to 
contribute this year, please send your contribution, clearly marked, to the office and we will see that it gets to 
the right place. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Friends,  

The season of Epiphany is about revelations, surprises, and unexpected blessings. I was so surprised to learn 
from Pastor Farmer of your additional gift of $1785 to the Clean and Caring Campaign for the renovation of 
the bathrooms at the Day Shelter of United Caring Services. The gift was unexpected because you had      
already given so generously. 

But then, remembering the very committed nature of your congregation and the many ways that you put your 
faith into action and learning of the Christmas Giving Tree, I shouldn’t have been surprised at all. The         
additional gift is very typical of you-and very needed. We are just about to make goal. We hope to have the 
work done by the summer, in time for the 30th anniversary celebration of UCS. We hope you will join us.  

The pandemic has been of great concern on NW 6th Street as I’m sure it has been on Big Cynthiana Road. 
We’ve been fortunate-and very careful. The traditional holiday gatherings of Thanksgiving and Christmas 
have continued, with smaller gatherings, three seating's for meals rather than one. The spirit has been      
wonderful. Our guests have been more than grateful for the traditional presents of new hoods, socks, and   
underthings. We have been more than grateful for the ways that our volunteers have stepped up, providing 
food they usually do, even though their own business are taking a hit.  

As Epiphany marks the visit of magi, who brought gifts, we thank you for yours. As the text for the day is the 
baptism of Jesus, we hope for new beginnings for all of us.  

Grace and peace,  

Stephanie Weiner 
For the Board of Directors 
United Caring Service 

 



In light of this, here is my proposal for your consideration. I would like to continue with online services through Easter 
which is April 4th. We would also offer, weather permitting, a parking lot Easter Service that day. The video would 
serve as backup in case of rain or for those not comfortable worshiping together. 

After Easter, we would then offer a parking lot service and would post an audio file of the service (no video) on our 
website and perhaps YouTube a day or two later for those who do not wish to worship in the parking lot. In case of   
inclement weather, we would cancel the service for that day. 

To do this, we need a bit more equipment. I believe we can acquire what is needed for about $2000.00 or less based on 
pricing I have done on the web. I can refine this further but will wait until I get your feedback on the approach to       
returning. 

More importantly, we will need committed folks to do a few critical tasks on the day of worship. First, we will need to 
manage parking most likely starting 30 minutes before service start time. Some will sit outside, and some will stay in 
their cars. We will need to manage space for both. 

We will need ushers, who could be the same folks managing parking, to pass out bulletins. 

Finally, we will need 4 to 6 people to commit to arriving about 45 minutes early to set up chairs, move the Kurtzweil 
down the ramp and out to the overhang and to set up the speakers. And they or others will need to stay to reverse the 
process. None of this is particularly heavy work. The Kurtzweil is on wheels and the speakers I am looking at are pretty 
light. I have done it all myself and do not think this is beyond the ability of a committed group. 

While the weather might allow an earlier start date, I would not want to interrupt Lent or Easter services due to weather 
issues. And as noted before, we can really only accommodate one mode of service at a time so switching back and forth 
or running parallel service types [video and outdoor] is not an option. However, we will make this work for Easter due 
to the importance of that service. 

I fully recognize that reopening decisions are not the Pastor’s prerogative, and this is a Council decision. Please accept 
this proposal as merely a starting point for discussion. I look forward to your feedback. 

 

Dave made a motion to approve up to $3,000 expense for sound equipment for outdoor services, Lynn seconded. Motion 
passed. 

 

 

President’s Report: Steve Sampson 

  How do we accomplish a congregational meeting? 
 -After a parking lot service is probably our best option 

 

Jeanette made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Linda seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:07pm 

 

 

Mowing season will soon be upon us.  We want to suggest that 
if you want to place decorations on the grave of your loved one 
you confine the placement to the actual stone.  While we try to 
be careful about damaging any decorations, our volunteers 
and the weed eating service cannot always avoid damaging 
decorations placed on the ground.  Please keep this in mind as 
you decorate the resting place of your loved ones. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

January 6, 2021 

 

Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Keith Ahrens, Jeanette Phillips, Linda Steurer, Natalie Skeels, Ron 
Tillman, Lynn Johnson 

 

Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens 

Income: $17,787.13           General Fund:  $240,786.32 

Expenses: $18,633.01       Capital Fund:  $565,590.82 

 

Scout’s Report: Guest Brian Skaggs 

 Scouts are temporarily meeting at the German Township baseball field building 
 He will be transitioning from Scout Master to committee member but will continue to update council on the 
scouts. 

 

Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels 

Linda made a motion to approve the November minutes, Jeanette seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 

Since the date of the last report, November 16, 2020, I have spent substantial time on the following items. 

 Bereavement follow up 
 Clergy Zoom meetings re Covid 
 I have sent notes or had calls with 30 members or member units 
 Worship planning and recording, along with the 3M and the Study Window 
 Polity Course which took about 15 hours a week. It wrapped up the week of Christmas 
 Work on planning and presenting the 12 Ways of Christmas 
 Thanksgiving worship service 
 Christmas Eve Service 
 Worship and Sing for Joy Service 
 Living Nativity 
 Funerals for Leonard Lenfers and Nettie Schmidt 
 One additional funeral home visitation 
 I took one week of time off from services and the 3M the last week of 2020 
 Researching equipment needs for switching to outdoor worship 
 Researching and advising leadership on options for annual meeting 
 Developing a recommendation for moving to in-person worship in 2021 [see below] 

I would like to begin a discussion about a path towards reopening in 2021. It is my feeling that total reliance on a vaccine 
is not reasonable until sometime this summer. This assumes that we get to “open” enrollment for the vaccine in April. 
Until we get to that point and we have gotten past the second shot for folks, there will still be a significant risk involved 
in worshiping in the building into the summer months. Perhaps the roll put will speed up and if it does, we can reassess. 

 

(continue) 



Be Sure to check out  

St. Paul’s Virtual  

Children’s Moments each week! 

March 7 Third Sunday of Lent and Communion Sunday 

Message New Food 

Scripture Joshua 5:6-7; 10-12 

March 14 Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Message Hydration 

Scripture Ezekiel 37:1-14 

March 21 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Message A Costly Celebration 

Scripture John 12:1-11 

March 28 Sixth Sunday of Lent and Palm Sunday 

Message A New Commandment 

Scripture John 13:1-7; 34-35 

Hopefully  spring is just around the corner and days of 
warmer weather and sunshine will be here in no time. 
It is still very important that we keep in touch with our 
friends, family,  and church members. Calls from friends  
always reminds us that someone cares. 
During this time with the Covid pandemic it is hard to know 
when our members need us most.  
If you wish to share with us anything going on with you or 
your family, we are just a phone call away.  
 
Stay healthy and safe. 
Linda Steurer 

Please plan on joining us for our  

Parking Lot Service or video Easter 

Service on  

April 4th.  

April 11th, 2021 

Following Sunday Morning 

Parking Lot Service 



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulsgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Looking out my study window I am thinking nautical thoughts. 

If you travel to Zoar UCC on Church Road, you will see a theme expressed on the sign, steeple and in the woodland 

worship area.  The image of an anchor appears in these places, and perhaps on others that I am not remembering.  At 

first blush, this may seem strange.  That church is not anywhere near a significant body of water.  As far as I know 

about its history, it was not started by a group of old sea dogs.  And while the top of an anchor can look like a cross, 

it is not especially evocative of that more traditional Christian symbol. 

I think quite a bit about this sister church.  There are a few reasons.  One has to do with softball.  Back when I played 

for St. Paul’s many, many years ago, Zoar was essentially our home field.  I spent a lot of time there and those are 

very pleasant memories.  But more importantly, it is pretty certain that I would not be in the world today without that 

church.  My uncle was pastor there in the late 1950’s and he was a camp director at church camp.  His little brother 

came from Northeastern Ohio to spend the summer with him in Evansville and my uncle took him to camp where his 

brother met my mother.  To compress that long story, I was baptized at Zoar on Christmas Day 1957, 

But back to my point about the anchor.  If you have been around any type of boat, you know they have a tendency to 

get away from where you left them.  If you have stepped into a canoe or other small vessel, you have seen how easily 

it moves away from the dock and will deposit you in the water if you are not very careful.  Likewise, if you do not tie 

up a boat correctly it will drift.  It may just turn at anchor or it may move with the wind, tide or current.  Boats are 

fickle that way.  If unmoored, it does not take a big wind or strong current to send the boat away from where it should 

be and on a different way. 

This brings me to the tag line that is associated with the Zoar anchor: “Hope, a sure anchor of the soul.”  When I read 

that, I cannot help but think about Hebrews 2:1 “Therefore we must pay attention to what we have heard, so that we 

do not drift away from it.”  As we are on our Lenten Journey, this is a great time to ask ourselves if we have drifted 

away from where we want to be, and more importantly, where God wants us to be. 

We are not sure who wrote the Book of Hebrews.  But we can be sure that there were a lot of distractions for early 

Christians.  They may have been facing Roman persecution.  They have been caught up in myriad issues trying to 

learn how to be the “church” and keeping new believers together and on track.  In this way, our day and theirs are not 

that different. 

We are easily distracted from matters of faith and discipleship.  Remarkably, it does not take major things to divert 
our attention or defeat our spiritual concentration.  More likely when this happens to us, as it does to most everyone, 
the distraction is a series of small, everyday concerns that work on us gently like that light breeze can work on my 

hypothetical boat. 

So to what should we anchor ourselves to make sure we do not drift away?  Clearly, we are to wrap our lives around 

the strong tree that is the word of God.  Our Lenten journey is, in important part, a journey to find our way back to 

the path we set upon at our baptism, and then continue to travel towards the goal that Christ sets before us.  Let us set 

our anchors in the firm ground that is the source of our salvation in this most meaningful season of the year. 

Peace and smooth sailing to you and yours. 

Pastor Terry 

 

St. Paul’s News 


