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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Pastor Terry Farmer  812-602-3571 
Minister of Visitation     Linda Steurer   812-963-3394 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Steve Sampson  Linda Steurer  Sheila Bender 
Vice President Dave Henze  Ron Tillman 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Lynn Johnson 
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Roger Damm  812-963-6868 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 
Tony Steurer  812-499-8860  Randy Ricketts  812-963-0924 
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 
TASC, Jeanette Phillips  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The men and women serving our country 
 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews 
of Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer 
Ezekiel Townsend and crew  of USS Alabam a
-husband of Paige Townsend 

11/6 Diana Wellmeier 11/18 Myron Razor 

11/7 Kim Schauss Berry 11/19 Billy Johnson 

11/8 Linda Steurer 11/20 Jean Carter 

11/9 Nicole Damm 11/22 Sheila Bender 

11/10 Drake Johnson 11/24 Levi Walden 

11/13 Layne Damm 11/26 Ian Weldon 

11/13 Emmett Johnson 11/27 Gladys Ludwig 

11/14 Lucas Moad   

North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 
 
Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Nettie Schmidt-6400 Mesker Park Drive-Evansville, IN  47720 
Elgene Williams-1226 Begonia Court-Evansville, IN  47712 
Dorothy Hopple –Leisure Living-3024 Restful Place-
Evansville, IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Dorothy Martin-15530 AJ Drive-Evansville, IN  47725 
 
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Heritage Center-812-429-0700 
1201 West Buena Vista Road-Evansville, IN  47710 
Donn Pingel-Room 304 
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment 143 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
Tom Scheller-Room  610 
 
Evansville Protestant Home-476-3360 
3701 Washington Ave-Evansville, IN  47714 
Karen Schaefer-23 South 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  



 

Did you know? 

We Accept 

E-Giving! 

Use a checking account, savings account, debit 

or credit card to quickly and easily make your    

secure one-time or recurring (weekly or monthly) 

donation. 

Automating your donations permits uninterrupted 

giving in the event of  vacations, illness or   

inclement weather closure. 

Call Norma in the church office for more            

information.  

The Memorial Committee wishes 

to acknowledge the numbering 

on the driveway in the cemetery 

done in loving memory of Eloise 

and Erwin Schmidt.  

 

I would like to thank those that purchased items on my 
Amazon Back to School wish List. This was and still is a 
very stressful school year due to the ever-changing covid 
issues. Not having to worry about having certain supplies 
was a real stress relief. Thank you for the support it has 
been a learning experience not only for the students but for 
the  teachers this year as well. I am thankful for my                     
St. Paul's  Church family.  

--  

Sheila Bender 

6th Social Studies Teacher 

Thompkins M. S. 

Dear Friends,  

I am pleased to announce I’ve reached my 100th birthday! Those years hold many precious memories. I have        

experienced weddings, burials, family times, and many special occasions. I’m now residing at Pine Haven Nursing 

Home where I receive excellent care. I miss attending church. Here I receive the best of care. It is trying that I have 

to go outside to visit my son Darwin because of the virus since he isn’t allowed in the building.  I hope for better 

days, until then I’ll do the best I can.  

 

Nettie Schmidt 

Decorate a window in the sanctuary for us to  

photograph and include in our Advent worship 

services.  We will use all of these we can 

get.  Just come in and set up your window by the 

first Sunday in Advent (Nov. 29th) and we will   

feature these in worship.  It will help us all feel a 

bit more normal this difficult year.  (If we run out of 

windows, you can make a centerpiece on a table 

in the Sunday school hall!) 



“The 12 Ways of Christmas” provide gifts for God and for your spirit instead of lots of unwanted 

birds!  Commit today to join in this 2020 celebration of Christmas at St. Paul’s.  Just call the office or 

contact Denise or me to let us know you are ready to help out. 

 

Participate in 1 event or many.  OR check them all off of the chart you will achieve official “St. Paul’s 12

-Way Christmas Conqueror” status!  

  

First Way of Christmas:  Virtually attend Advent worship services—and share the link with a friend! 

 

Second Way of Christmas:  Volunteer to be one of four individuals or groups who would be willing to 

conduct and record one lighting of an Advent candle in your home. Record it and we will share it in  

worship.  We will supply the script and other instructions.  You will need to create a wreath or other way 

to light a candle, record it on your phone or tablet and send it to us by November 20th.  If you prefer, we 

will meet your family at church and record it there. 

 

Third Way of Christmas:  Virtually attend 4 Bible Studies on Christmas.  The link will be included in the 

email for worship each week of Advent. 

 

Fourth Way of Christmas:  Attend our outdoor, socially distanced Lessons and Carols worship       

experience on Sunday, Dec. 20 at 5:00 pm. 

 

Fifth Way of Christmas:  Participate in our Living Nativity.  We will need many folks to help our Board 

of Christian Education present a living nativity for our community in the parking lot on Dec. 13.  We will 

supply a costume and the participants will only need to pose in scenes as wise men (and women),  

shepherds, the Holy Family, and other groupings. You will only pose with your OWN family group,    

outdoors with distance between groupings, making this a safe and meaningful event to participate in. 

We will also need folks to direct traffic, set up and tear down, and take on other jobs for this drive 

through experience.  This may sound ambitious, but I have participated in these before and they are a 

blast and greatly appreciated by those in the community who drive through. 

 

Sixth Way of Christmas:  Volunteer to send Christmas Cards to our members and friends.  The cards 

will be from the church and we will supply the cards (they are being designed by a graphic artist I know), 

address labels for a manageable section of the congregation, and stamps.  You will just need to add 

your note of greeting and mail them out the week of Dec. 7.  Let’s blanket our church family with   

Christmas greetings. 

 

Seventh Way of Christmas:  Virtually attend our Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Eighth Way of Christmas:  Use our special St. Paul’s Advent devotional booklet that will be mailed to 

you in November. 

 

Ninth Way of Christmas:  Decorate a window in the sanctuary for us to photograph and include in our 

Advent worship services.  We will use all of these we can get.  Just come in and set up your window by 

the first Sunday in Advent (Nov. 29th) and we will feature these in worship.  It will help us all feel a bit 

more normal this difficult year.  (If we run out of windows, you can make a centerpiece on a table in the 

Sunday School hall!) 

 

Tenth Way of Christmas:  Participate in our Giving Tree collection for local homeless shelters.  More 

information will be coming on this soon. 

 

Eleventh Way of Christmas:  Watch the video of Pastor Terry’s Top 15 Christmas Jokes which will 

come to you in an email link in Dec. 

 

Twelfth Way of Christmas:  Read an account of the Christmas story from your Bible using one of 

these references.  (Matthew 1:18-2:18, Luke 1-2:21, John 1:1-18) 

 

Bonus Baker’s Dozen Item: Watch "A Charlie Brown Christmas"  together.  Talk about what Linus 

means  when he gives his speech and how it changes the attitude the children have about Christmas. 

 

This “Way” is geared towards those with children, but is not Limited to children.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in purchasing a Scrip Card.  

Please call Beth Skeels at 812-480-7108 

   St. Paul's UCC Scrip Program    

          

          

           

Retailer Rebate Value Quantity Total Retailer Rebate Value  Quantity Total 

Amazon 7% $25.00     Kohl's 4% $25.00     

Amazon 4% $25.00     Kohl's 4% $100.00     

Applebee's 8% $25.00     Lics 25% $2.00     

Barnes & Nobles 9% $10.00     Lowes 4% $25.00     

Barnes & Nobles 9% $25.00     Lowes 4% $100.00     

Bath & Body Works 13% $10.00     Lowes 4% $500.00     

Bath & Body Works 13% $25.00     Macy 10% $25.00     

Bed Bath & Beyond 7% $25.00     Macy 10% $100.00     

Bob Evans 10% $10.00     Menards 3% $25.00     

Buffalo Wild Wings 8% $25.00     Menards 3% $100.00     

Cracker Barrel 9% $10.00     Ocharley's 13% $25.00     

Cracker Barrel 9% $25.00     Starbucks 7% $10.00     

CVS Pharmacy 6% $250.00     Starbucks 7% $25.00     

CVS Pharmacy 6% $100.00     Subway 3% $10.00     

Donut Bank 10% $5.00     Subway 3% $50.00     

Donut Bank 10% $10.00     Taco Bell 5% $10.00     

Hacienda 10% $10.00     Target 2% $25.00     

Hacienda 10% $25.00     Target 2% $100.00     

Home Depot 3% $25.00     Walgreens 6% $25.00     

Home Depot 3% $100.00     Walgreens 6% $100.00     

Home Depot 3% $500.00     Walmart 2% $25.00     

ITunes 5% $15.00     Walmart 2% $100.00     

ITunes 5% $25.00     Walmart 2% $250.00     

Jo-Ann Fabric 6% $25.00               



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

August 26, 2020 

 
Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Keith Ahrens, Sheila Bender, Ron Tillman,              
Lynn Johnson, Jeanette Phillips, Linda Steurer, Natalie Skeels 
 
Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels 
Jeanette made a motion to approve the July minutes, Sheila seconded. Motion passed. 
Sheila made a motion to approve the August 12 notes, Ron seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens 
 
Income:    $15,447.56        General Fund:  $251,988.12 
Expenses: $19,683.62        Capital Fund:   $569,373 

Capital Expense: $4,990  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 
 
Since the date of the last report (July 22, 2020) I have spent significant time on the following. 

  Bereavement follow up 
  Funerals of Andy Robards and Ruth Ruff 
  Private baptism of Joslyn Smith daughter of Treva Schauss and Andrew Smith 
  Clergy Zoom meetings re Covid 
  I have sent notes or had calls with 35 members or member units 
  I made 6 urgent visits 
  Discussion with Hafer re need for monitored fire and smoke detection 
  Discussions with another family regarding baptism possibilities 
  Worship planning and recording, along with the 3M and the Study Window 
  I will be taking my first vacation day on Sunday Sept 20th and we will worship jointly with Bethlehem 

 UCC 
 
Trustee Report: Ron Tillman 
 

  Ron called the disposal company in regards to a new dumpster (the current one is rusted out on the   

 bottom). They no longer make the same size dumpster. 

  Rainwater got into the social hall floor again. Repairs will need to be made to the drains so that it 

 doesn’t continue in the future. 

 

Vice President’s Report: Dave Henze 
 

  Burgoo kettles were moved to Lynn’s place in Mt Vernon 
  Security update: fobs come in packs of 20, how many do we need? 
  The church’s insurance premium has gone up slightly- only 8% over an 8 year period. 

 
Ron made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Dave seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm 



The St. Paul’s  

Newsletter Deadline  

The material deadline for the December 

issue of The St. Paul’s Newsletter is 

Monday, November 16,2020 Do we have your up-to-date contact information?  As you know we  

increasingly use electronic technology to  communicate with our       

members.  And this means we use several different lists to send out our 

information.  We use the emailing list that allows you to receive the 3M 

and to also distribute the worship links each Sunday.  

 

We use an automatic calling service to make more urgent                

announcements that cannot wait for, or are not  necessarily well suited 

for a mailed notice.  

 

We use a different email list to send out prayer requests to those of you 

who have let us know that you are willing to be part of our prayer team 

that responds to urgent requests.  And finally, we us the U.S. Mail for 

our monthly newsletter.   

 

If you have changed your phone number, email address or physical 

address, you might miss out. So, if you make a change (including    

dropping your landline phone), take a  moment and let Norma know. 

Then we can adjust our records and keep you up to date. 

The Church Office  

will be closed on  

November 3rd 

and 

November 17 thru November 19 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s will be a voting site for the   

November 3rd Election 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to turn you  

clocks back on  

November 1st.  

November 1- 5:00pm 

Rain Date 

November 8- 5:00pm 

We will be using the parking lot to allow for better 

distancing, and we will want folks to bring their own 

lawn chairs.  We will direct parking and seating to 

help folks spread out properly.  Masks should be 

worn.  However, communion will be served using 

prepackaged bread and juice to ensure safety.  We 

would be delighted to have you invite your 

friends.  So, spread the word.   



 

 

Be Sure to check out St. Paul’s  

Virtual Children’s Moments each 

week! 

      

     

 Income  
  Contributions $12,850.00 

  Other Income 902.03 

     

 Total Income $13,752.03 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 10,875.04 

  Administrative Expenses 461.42 
  Church Property Maintenance 3381.75 

  Evangelism & Outreach 0.00 

  Stewardship & Missions 1627.58 

  Nurture & Discipleship 0.00 

  Worship & Church Renewal 80.03 

  Congregational Life 0.00 

     

 Total Expenses $16,425.82 

    

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

August 2020 

November 1 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Practice What You Teach 

Scripture Mathew 23:1-12 

November 1 (November 8 rain date) Fall Vespers Communion Service 

Message Day is Done, Gone’s the Sun 

Scripture Genesis 1; 2:1-3 

November 8 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Thy Kingdom come? Seriously? 

Scripture Amos 5:18-24 

November 15 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Return on Investment 

Scripture Matthew 25:14-30 

November 22 Memorial Sunday 

Message What Are They Witnessing? 

Scripture Hebrews 11:32-38, 12:1-2 

November 24 Thanksgiving Service 

Message The Price of Ingratitude 

Scripture Psalm  105:1-6 

November 29th First Sunday of Advent 

Message Through Prophets and Apostles 

Scripture Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 

 

We will be conducting our annual Memorial 

Service on Sunday, November 22, which is 

the last Sunday of the Church year.  If you 

would like to have your loved one              

remembered as a portion of this service, 

please notify the church office no later than 

Monday, November 16th.  We track names in 

the office, but do not want to leave anyone 

out.  So your call is important to make sure all 

are included.  



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Looking out my study window I am thinking about turkey and sauerbraten. And not just because I am hungry! 

You may have seen in the 3M that I have been taking a course in United Church of Christ polity. This is required for me to maintain my   

standing as authorized clergy in the denomination. A portion of this coursework involves a deep dive into the history of the United Church of 

Christ and its origins. Given that Thanksgiving is frequently a time of year when we reflect on history as well as our blessings, I thought I might 

share a little of what I have learned with you. I hope that you will find it of interest, particularly if you did not grow up in this denomination 

and live through its early days.  

Discussions regarding the formation of the United Church of Christ began between the two separate denominations of the Evangelical and 

Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian Church. These discussions started in 1937 did not result in a merger until June 25, 1957. 

One of the remarkable things about the UCC merger is that the each of the two denominations that came together had themselves been      

mergers that took place just a couple of decades prior to this merger. These occurred in 1931 for the Congregational Christians and 1937 for the 

Evangelical and Reformed.  And it is the details of all that history that leads me to think about turkey and sauerbraten.  

At the risk of greatly oversimplifying an important part of our nation’s history, the Congregational Church grew out of Separatists from the 

Church of England, specifically the Pilgrims, and the Puritans who did not originally want to separate from the Church of England but who 

wanted to change its practices. So, the denomination you worship in today is the descendant of the Pilgrims. You might want to keep that in 

mind when you ask to have the dressing passed on Thanksgiving Day.  

The Christian Church was an offshoot of a different religious group, a part of which later went on to form the denomination known as the   

Disciples of Christ. This common history with the Disciples of Christ is one of the reasons why we are so closely affiliated with that                

denomination today. Within our own Association, in fact in our experience at St. Paul’s, there is a fluid movement of UCC and DOC clergy back 

and forth among churches.  

Another important contributor to our denominational heritage is the African American Christian Church. It generally does not get much   

mention in the early church histories. In fact, if you grew up using the first edition of My Confirmation as a text for your confirmation class, it 

was not mentioned at all.  This is a shame. The African American Christian local churches came into our denomination in the merger through 

its affiliation with the Christian Church. The appalling struggles of this historically black denomination have influenced the development of 

our denomination today. Their stories need to be told more widely. 

Now for the sauerbraten side of the equation.  The Reformed Church and the Evangelical Church were primarily German in origin. The       
Reformed Church is the older church in America. It represented the first wave of German immigration to the United States which took place  
prior to the American Revolution. The Evangelical Church it is a product of the second wave of German immigration which took place in the 
1830s and 1840s. Here is where St. Paul’s claims its heritage as most of our German members immigrated in this second wave. The common 
Germanic background made it relatively easy to blend those two separate denominations together into the E&R.  

One feature of the Evangelical Church is that they were closely related to the Lutheran Church in Germany.  As a result, they formed joint 

Protestant communities in the second wave of immigration. St. Paul's was an Evangelical and Lutheran Church when it was founded, or at 

least by the time the brick building was constructed. However, these two groups, while cordial, were destined to go their separate ways once 

populations of each reached a certain level. In our own church history, the Lutherans left St. Paul’s and formed a new church at the corner of 

Cynthiana and St Wendel Rd where the cemetery is located. That church was struck by lightning and burned.  I understand that after it burned 

those members went to other Lutheran churches in the area and this church was not reestablished.  

One final, absolutely remarkable detail convinces me that the merger that formed the United Church of Christ was Spirit lead. Obviously given 

that 20 years transpired from the first conversation about merger until it was actually consummated, there were a number of things that   

needed to be worked out. Most of these were not theological in nature but more organizational. Providentially, the Evangelical and Reformed 

Church insisted upon a merger prior to the finalization of the constitution and bylaws that would give the new denomination its formal     

structure. In other words, the E&R folks felt so compelled by the call toward unity among all Christians that they wanted to put aside the    

details regarding organizational structure in deference to what they saw as the higher calling of unity. In fact, the Statement of Faith of the 

United Church of Christ was adopted two years before the constitution and bylaws. Our denomination did not have a formal, final                

organizational structure until 1961. The women and men who worked on this merger were able to be successful because they focused on    

commonality and allowed the differences to be worked out through experience. To me, that evidenced their great faith, trusting that the      

details, which were a subordinate concern, would be resolved in due course.  

As we continue to do the work of St. Paul's within the framework of the denomination known as the United Church of Christ, I think it         

behooves us to remember that our forbearers in faith, and in many cases our literal biological forebearers, felt Christian unity had a great    

value.  This generous theology and bent toward inclusiveness it is demonstrated in many ways, including our practice of recognizing all forms 

of baptism and having an open communion table.  These are not as frequently encountered in Christian life as we might hope.  

Please join me in this season of Thanksgiving in returning thanks to God for all blessings, including our faith heritage.  

Pastor Terry  

St. Paul’s News 


