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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Pastor Terry Farmer  812-602-3571 
Minister of Visitation     Linda Steurer   812-963-3394 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Steve Sampson  Linda Steurer  Sheila Bender 
Vice President Dave Henze  Ron Tillman 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Lynn Johnson 
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Roger Damm  812-963-6868 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 
Tony Steurer  812-499-8860  Randy Ricketts  812-963-0924 
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 
TASC, Jeanette Phillips  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The men and women serving our country 
 
Erik Yestingsmeier –greatgrandchildren 
 of  Lucille Fowler 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews of 
Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer 
Ezekiel Townsend and crew  of USS Alabam a  

Sept. 2 Kaylynn Jones Sept. 20 Tom Capshaw 

Sept. 4 Helen Johnson Sept. 21 Whitney Stinnett 

Sept. 5 Jason Nix Sept. 21 Geneva Johnson 

Sept. 6 Jeff Garrison Sept. 23 Elaine Goebel 

Sept. 6 Linda Messel Sept. 24 Morgan Bobbitt 

Sept. 6 Shirley Tillman Sept. 25 Daniel Weyer 

Sept. 7  Carla Lovell Sept. 26 Lucas Bobbitt 

Sept. 10 Emma Paul Sept. 27 Becky Brammer 

Sept. 10 Janet Johnson Sept. 28 Jay Buente 

Sept. 15 Scott Yestingsmeier Sept. 28  Linda Marshall 

Sept. 16 LaVern Jones Sept. 30 Becky Deutsch 

Sept. 17 Megan Huck Sept. 30 Krista Nix 

North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 
 
Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Nettie Schmidt-6400 Mesker Park Drive-Evansville, IN  47720 
Elgene Williams-1226 Begonia Court-Evansville, IN  47712 
Dorothy Hopple –Leisure Living-3024 Restful Place-
Evansville, IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
 
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Heritage Center-812-429-0700 
1201 West Buena Vista Road-Evansville, IN  47710 
Charlotte Lux-Room 116 
Donn Pingel-Room 304 
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment143 
Dorothy Martin-Apartment 116 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
Tom Scheller 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evansville CROP WALK raised 

$13,379.55 in 2019. We couldn’t have 

done it without your support.         

Together we will end hunger, one 

step at a time.  

St. Paul’s gave $931.o4 

United Caring Services thanks St. Paul’s (German Township) 

for the gift of $1000. This will enable us to show good faith in 

applying for grants to be used to renovate the much-used  

restroom in our Day Shelter. Even during the COVID 19     

crisis, the UCS day shelter has never closed, enabling people 

to use the restroom, take a shower, do their laundry, and eat a 

hot meal. Your gift will enable us to do that in a more         

economical and ecological way. For more information, please 

see unitedcaringservices.org. Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone that purchased or donated 
toward my and everyone’s educational needs!! 
This is such a great help! It makes it so much   
easier for me to have supplies for the kids in my 
small groups. So many times they either loose or 
forget to bring what is needed. By me having the 
supplies, it saves so much time and stress not  
only for me but for the kids as well. Our Paws On 
Parade Walking Club, is not school funded and I 
either purchase needed supplies myself or use 
funds from fundraising. This is amazing that you 
are so generous! I greatly appreciate all the 
help!  Again, THANK YOU!!! Be safe, be healthy, 
be happy!!! Tammy Jewell 

The Memorial Committee would like to acknowledge 

the Memorial gifts that helped in addition to the Burgoo 

and Spring Sale funds with the purchase of the beautiful 

new sign.  

Those memorials were in memory of Bill Carter, Skip 

Lacer, Jack Williams, Harold and Betty Damm and  

Ethel Sampson 

In Memory of William “Bill” Gilbert the IN/KY Conference awarded the first ever Lou and 

Mary Ann Speller Humanitarian Award, posthumously,  to my friend Bill Gilbert. The award 

recognized the volunteer work done by Bill organizing the many mission trips he            

coordinated especially to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi and his dedication to   

helping the homeless and those in poverty. Rev. Emily Slade of Bethlehem UCC presented 

this award to Bill’s wife Linda. Marianne Williamson wrote: “Success means we go to sleep 

at night knowing that our talents were used in a way that served others. I pray that when 

Bill took his last sleep on earth, he felt success for a job well done by a good and faithful 

servant.”  

Donna Schmidt 



 
Trustee Report: Ron Tillman 

 Parking lot sealing is tentatively scheduled for Friday, July 10. With Norma being off on Fridays, 

 this is a good day. In the past they said they have done it 2 halves but he said they will try to do it  

 in one day. This means we will barricade both parking lot entrances and the entrance to the     

 cemetery. The north entrance to the cemetery will remain open and visitors can still make a  loop 

 and go back out the north entrance. They will come back and do the cemetery  drive after Jerry 

 David Enterprises repairs the section that was removed for the collapse and culvert install so 

 they don’t  damage the sealing with their equipment.  

 As some of you know, there is a tree in the cemetery with a large, badly hollowed out limb. The 
 concern is this limb may break off, damage some headstones or worse yet land on a visitor,   
 someone mowing or our weed eating contractor. Roger Damm had a tree service look at it and 
 they did  not want to do the job. I met Randy’s tree service here and he said he will take the  limb 
 down and haul it off for $300. This being said, this is for the limb only. If they find that  the  trunk 
 of the tree is also hollow, we will have to make a decision about the rest of the tree. 
 

Vice President’s Report: Dave Henze 
 Lynn and Dave have met with ADT, Sonitrol, and Cater to look into security system options.  They 
 are getting bids from each company to compare costs. 

 
Dave made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Sheila seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 
8:55pm  

Natalie Skeels– Church Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Special Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

July 8, 2020 

 

Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Linda Steurer, Lynn Johnson, Sheila Bender, Ron 
Tillman, Jeanette Phillips, Natalie Skeels 

 

Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 

 Dave Henze and Lynn Johnson presented information from Sonitrol regarding a security system 
 install.  
 Sheila made a motion to accept the Sonitrol bid of $9980.00 (and $120/month monitoring fee), 
 Jeanette seconded. Motion passed. 

 

 Ron made a motion to give the burgoo committee approval to sell up to 8 burgoo kettles and    
 associated  equipment at fair market value, with the funds going back to the church general fund. 
 Sheila seconded. Motion passed.  

 

Jeanette made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Lynn seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 
8:44pm 

Natalie Skeels-Church Council Secretary 



 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

June 24, 2020 

 

Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Keith Ahrens, Lynn Johnson, Sheila Bender,  Ron 
Tillman, Jeanette Phillips, Natalie Skeels 

 

Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 

 

Guests: Brian Skaggs and Jace Lemp Scout Report 

  Scouts are currently meeting outdoors at the church instead of inside 
  They have surveyed the trails and found some large trees down which they will add to their list 

 to tidy up 
  Jace is working on his service project which is revamping one of the old bridges on the nature 

 trail. They will also be cleaning up the trails to get them looking as nice as possible. 

 

Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels 

Lynn made a motion to approve the May minutes, Sheila seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens 

Income:    $34,874.00            General Fund:  $256,802.05 

Expenses: $17,946.99             Capital Fund:   $570,822.57 

  Income was higher due to the Payroll Protection Program Deposit 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 

Since the date of the last report, May 21, 2020, I have spent substantive time on the following: 

  I have made calls to or sent notes to 6 members 
   I have conducted end of life visitations 
   I conducted the funeral for Ray Brown 
  I officiated at the wedding of Noah Farmer and Taylor Kemper 
  I have prepared VBS Bible lessons 
  I have attended weekly ETSA clergy meetings regarding Covid-19 
  I have assisted with cemetery issues regarding transfer of lots 
  I have assisted a sister church with cemetery issues 
  I participated in the 3-day quarterly board meeting for International Ministries 
  We have over 40 children registered for VBS through the efforts of Jessica and others 
  Linda continues to stay in contact with members and alerts me to needs within the congregation 
  Worship planning and recording, along with the 3M and the Study Window continue to be above 

 average time commitments and reduce the time available for other activities 

United Caring Shelter is asking for donations to maintenance and expand restroom facilities for the 
homeless population due to their current facilities being overwhelmed due to Covid-19. 
 
Dave made a motion that we set aside $1,000 for United Caring Shelter, Ron seconded. Motion passed. 

(continue) 



 

Be Sure to check out St. Paul’s  

Virtual Children’s Moments each 

week! 

The St. Paul’s  

Newsletter Deadline  

The material deadline for 

the October  

issue of The St. Paul’s Newsletter is 

Monday, September 21,2020 

Do we have your up-to-date contact information?  As you 

know we increasingly use electronic technology to          

communicate with our members.  And this means we use 

several different lists to send out our information.  We use 

the emailing list that allows you to receive the 3M and to 

also distribute the worship links each Sunday.  

 

We use an automatic calling service to make more urgent 

announcements that cannot wait for, or are not           

necessarily well suited for a mailed notice.  

 

We use a different email list to send out prayer requests 

to those of you who have let us know that you are willing 

to be part of our prayer team that responds to urgent                

requests.  And finally, we us the U.S. Mail for our monthly       

newsletter.   

 

If you have changed your phone number, email address 

or physical address, you might miss out. So, if you make 

a change (including dropping your landline phone), take a   

moment and let Norma know. Then we can adjust our     

records and keep you up to date. 

Called to Care 

In the beginning of 2020, who would have ever 
dreamed that we would not be having church    
services after just two months. This pandemic    
really caused some concerns for everyone,          
including our congregation. We have had some 
members directly affected with the virus and I 
hope that they have recovered. Sadly we have lost 
some members due to other situations.  
Just because we cannot meet in person, does not 
mean we cannot keep in contact with each other. 
A phone call or card can really brighten your day. 
If you are having surgery or have other health   
concerns that you would like to share, please let 
the church know. It’s always nice to know people 
care about you and are praying with you. 
 
Linda Steurer 
Visitation and Outreach  

Update on the Cancelled Spring Sale 

Our hope was to make the  

Spring Sale into a Fall Sale  

and to have it in October.   

The tentative plan was to have our regular sale 

with the  exception of flowers.  Unfortunately, with 

what we are seeing and hearing about the status of 

Covid 19 this is not going to be an option. While 

this is a huge disappointment, we need to keep the 

safety of our workers and our customers in mind. 

We are looking forward to having our regular sale 

in April if things are under control by then. 

 

Mary Ann Yestingsmeier 



 

      

     

 Income  

  Contributions $15,320.00 

  Other Income 1,039.84 

     

 Total Income $16,359.84 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 9,820.03 

  Administrative Expenses 345.46 
  Church Property Maintenance 3,446.88 

  Evangelism & Outreach 0.00 

  Stewardship & Missions 2,624.58 

  Nurture & Discipleship 229.61 

  Worship & Church Renewal 371.15 

  Congregational Life 0.00 

     

 Total Expenses $16,837.71 

    

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

June 2020 

   

 

 

 

Did you know? 

We Accept 

E-Giving! 

Use a checking account, savings 

account, debit or credit card to 

quickly and easily make your    

secure one-time or recurring 

(weekly or monthly) donation. 

Automating your donations     

permits uninterrupted giving in 

the event of  vacations, illness or  

inclement weather closure. 

Call Norma in the church office 

for more information.  

September 6 14th Sunday following Pentecost  

 and Communion Sunday 

Message Tattling 

Scripture Matthew 18:15-20 

September 13 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Reconciliation 

Scripture Genesis 50:15-21 

September 20 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Virtual Worship with Bethlehem UCC 

September 27 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Go/No Go 

Scripture Matthew 21:23-32 



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
My Study Window… 

Looking out my study window I am thinking about the  meaning 

of the word “unprecedented” and what it means for the church. 

We hear a lot of words every day.  Sometimes we have a very 

specific understanding of the meaning of the word.  For          

example, if you work with fasteners in your job, you                 

immediately know the difference between a bolt and a screw.  

Other folks who do not may be a little general in their             

understanding. They may not be completely helpful when you 

send them to the garage to bring back the jar of screws and they 

come back with the jar of miscellaneous bolts. For other words, 

we have a more general understanding of their meaning. For 

example, if I would say something is   unprecedented, you would 

know the occurrence was unusual.  But in the case of this       

particular word, that really does not accurately capture its full 

meaning. 

Here is what Dictionary.com gives as the definition of             

unprecedented: “never done or known before”. 

Never done or known before.  The situation we find ourselves in 

is, at least for St. Paul’s German Township, certainly one that, in 

over 175 years, has never been encountered.  We have no       

example from our forefathers and foremothers to fall back on to 

tell us how to best navigate these days.  To be sure, there have 

been other tough times.  War?  Been there done that.   Civil war?  

Ditto.  Depression and recession?  Yup.  Fire?  We lost the     

parsonage and oldest church records.  Tragic and  unexpected 

deaths?  Unfortunately, yes.  Disagreements in the                   

congregation?  Of course, we are a church, after all.  But have we 

ever been unable to meet safely for so long a time?  Absolutely 

not.   

So, no matter what challenges our ancestors may have faced at 

St. Paul’s, we have a truly unique challenge to navigate. There is 

no playbook.  There are no “best practices”.   Accordingly, as we 

do the best we can with the information and resources we have, 

we will make mistakes.  We will also, hopefully, get many things 

right.  But we will not likely have the perspective to know which 

was which until we can look back on these days with historical 

knowledge that we simply cannot have right this minute. 

As I speak with members, it is not at all unusual to be asked 
“When will we get to return to church?” or to be told “Pastor, the 
video services are really nice.  But it is not the same as  being 
there in person.”  I generally answer the question with “I do not 
know, but I doubt that it will be soon, at least not in the way we 
are used to worshiping.”  And as to the statement about video 
worship, I agree!  But it is the very best we can do right now with 
the available resources and under the circumstances we are   
facing.  I think we can all agree that none of us is completely 
satisfied with our current situation.  

But what I also want us to remember is that we have been called 
to be God’s people for these very days!   

  Or saying it a different way, we have been chosen to be      

faithful and to figure out how to be God’s people in exactly these 

circumstances.  And I think that is an awesome  responsibility, a 

holy calling. 

I would like to offer two thoughts that might help us keep the 

faith.  The first is that it is only the building that is closed.  We 

can still “Be The Church”.  (I capitalize the term because it is a 

set of behaviors, not a particular congregation.)  And in fact, we 

are doing just that!  We are still able to worship, if not the way 

we want, in a way that is pleasing to God.  We are still able to 

care for one another.  And we are able to evangelize and to    

perform acts of mercy and charity.  We still have access to our 

Bibles and prayer is literally at our command.  If being unable 

to congregate in a certain place at a certain hour for a season is 

enough to stop us from Being The Church, our faith is likely a 

doomed effort.  None of us would agree that this is the case. 

Perhaps another source of encouragement is that being shut out 

of a usual place of worship is not new to God’s people.  It is the 

story of the Exile.  You will remember that the people of Judah 

(the southern kingdom after Israel was divided) was carried off 

by a conquering nation and held in captivity in a foreign land 

for generations.  And during this time when the Jews could not 

return to their land and worship in Jerusalem, some remained 

faithful and remembered and others fell away.  Those that 

mourned and remembered worshiping in the  temple and yet 

remained faithful gave us such poignant  scriptures such as 

Psalm 137 which reads in part: 

By the rivers of Babylon— 

    there we sat down and there we wept 

    when we remembered Zion. 
2 On the willows there 

    we hung up our harps. 
3 For there our captors 

    asked us for songs, 

and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 

    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

4 How could we sing the Lord’s song 

    in a foreign land? 

We may feel as though we are in a foreign land right now, a land 

where all that we assumed was normal has been changed or 

taken away by the pandemic. But just like those of our faith  

ancestors who were carried off from what they considered         

normal, we are challenged to show our faithfulness by           

continuing to serve, worship safely, and witness to the world 

about the kingdom of God which has come near.  Do not forget 

that they were restored to Jerusalem and rebuilt the temple in 

God’s good time.  Their faith in God was fully and ultimately 

justified.  

May our God undergird you in your faith in these days and all 

the days to come. 

Pastor Terry  

St. Paul’s News 


