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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
8701 Big Cynthiana Road, Evansville, IN 47720 

Church: 812-963-3394  Fax: 812-963-3447 
Email: Stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com 

Website: stpaulsgermantownship.org 
Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

 Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Mon-Thurs 
 

Church Staff 

Church Council 

Trustees 

 
 
 

Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 
TASC, Jeanette Phillips 

President Dave Henze  Polly Dossett 

Vice President Steve Sampson  Bonnie Garwood 

Secretary Donna Schmidt  Elaine Goebel 

Treasurer Gill Barchet  Lynn Johnson 

 Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 

 Sheila Bender  Natalie Skeels 

 Nicole Damm  Linda Steurer 

Pastor Pastor Terry Farmer 812-602-3571 

Accompanist, Minister  
of Visitation & Outreach 

Rayna Brown 812-449-7952 

Choir Director Noah Farmer 812-963-3394 

Sunday School Superintendent & 
Minister of Youth 

Jessica Minor 812-430-6326 

Office Admin. /Bookkeeper Norma Helm 812-963-3394 

Custodian Vickie White 812-963-3394 

Nursery Attendant Kinsey Peralta 812-963-3394 

Gary Johnson 812-459-0082 Roger Damm 812-963-6868 

Paul Carr 812-480-5946 Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 

Tony Steurer 812-499-8860 Ron Tillman 812-457-1316 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME 

 
Heritage Center-812-429-0700 
1201 West Buena Vista Road-Evansville, IN  47710 
Charlotte Lux-Room 116 
Alice Butler-Room 146 
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Donn & Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment143 
Dorothy Martin-Apartment 128 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
 
North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 
 
Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Nettie Schmidt-6400 Mesker Park Drive-Evansville, IN  47720 
Ray Brown-102 Cub Cove-Evansville, IN  47712 
Tom & Sharon Scheller-PO Box 6304-Evansville, IN 47719 
Aline Henze-3643 Branchwood Dr.-Evansville, IN  47710 
Elgene Williams-4809 Shady Court-Evansville, IN  47712 

 
Please remember our members and friends of  

St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The men and women serving our country 

 

Erik Yestingsmeier ~greatgrandchildren of  Lucille Fowler  

Jonathon and Joshua Kelly ~grandsons of J im & Joan Baughn & 

nephews of Leonard & Roberta Lenfers 

August Clarry ~ great– grandson of  Roland &Alice Garland 

Jacob Toelle~great nephew of Deborah Schneider                                    

Joseph Hale~grandson of Glenna Hale                              

Ryan Skeels~son of Char lie and Beth Skeels  

Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews of Arthur & Ellie 

Lukenheimer 

Ezekiel Townsend and crew of USS Alabama 

           

The St. Paul’s News 

12/1 Ann Hettenbach 12/18 Bennett Minor 

12/5 Bettye Conley 12/18 Nate Nanninga 

12/6 Ben Field 12/19 Charles Moad 

12/7 Greyson Skeels 12/19 Jack Skeels 

12/10 Ron Duncan 12/20 Gary Johnson 

12/10 Jeremiah Johnson 12/21 Doris Karns 

12/11 Jenny Byers 12/21 Natalie Skeels 

12/12 Donna Schmidt 12/21 Donald Knowles 

12/12 James Young 12/22 Mark Johnson 

12/12 Kenneth Young 12/25 Christine Garrison 

12/14 Krista Robards 12/27 Alice Garland 

12/15 Isaac Field 12/28 Teresa Tenhumberg 

12/15 Shawn Johnston 12/31 Ron Berry 

12/15 Doeothy Martin 12/31 Morgan Lovell 

12/16 James Gist   



Kids  Korner ~  From My Study Window… 
 
Looking out my study window I am daydreaming about Christmas.  One of my 
many fond memories of my childhood, particularly as a child of the Golden Age 
of Television, was the television "special".  For those of you who may be too 
young to remember the days before video tape, TiVo and other recording     
devices, shows ran in predictable patterns at standard times.  Seasons ran many 
weeks longer than they do now.  Shows varied in length from 30 minutes to 90 
minutes.  There was even some experimentation with 45-minute shows 
(remember Mod Squad?)  Some ran more than once a week.  And Prime Time, 
in the central time zone, started at 6:30 and not 7:00 pm.  By the same token, tv 
went off the air--really it did.  It usually ended with the playing of the national 
anthem and began in the morning with a test pattern (although I am not sure 
why we needed that. I was all ready to go when the farm report aired.) There 
was frequently the playing of some other music with the test pattern.  Those of 
us who were tv connoisseurs knew our schedules by heart and were ready to be 
settled in front of our black and white sets at just the right time to see our     
favorite programs. 
 
But then sometimes, just to shake things up, there would be the "special".  It 
was usually a one-off program of some sort of entertainment that was not being 
offered, at least by these performers, on a regularly scheduled program.  One of 
my favorites was Bob Hope.  Indiana's own Red Skelton was another must-see 
performer.  And as the Christmas Season rolled around, the number of specials 
increased.  When we would see them advertised, we would be sure to spread the 
word among our extended family about what, who, when, and on what         
station.  If you could work it out, no one wanted to miss a Christmas special. 
 
One of my early favorites was, and is, A Charlie Brown Christmas.  I was a 
Peanuts fan as a child.  And I suppose I still am.  I had purchased a large     
number of Peanuts books (just 50 cents at the school book fair) and read them 
over and over again at bedtime.  But to see my favorites on the (very) little 
screen was more magical than I can adequately describe. It was a few years  
after its premier that I had and even more incredible experience with this      
special.  You see, my Aunt Margaret and Uncle Ivan had purchased that rarest 
of items--a color television.  And we had been invited over to watch this       
special in living color!  And as I recall, and I may be conflating two different 
occasions (I was pretty young after all), we got to see Charlie and the gang and 
Rudolph too!  I was living large.  And I thereupon launched a several year   
campaign for my parents to buy one of these magic boxes. 
 
Over the years, and long after my parents purchased their first color tv, the thrill 
of the "special" faded.  And today I literally do not watch any program at the 
time it is broadcast, choosing instead to record shows and watch them when the 
mood or the schedule allows.  (I still have not started Downton  Abby.)  And 
while I still love to watch Christmas programing, it does not hold the excitement 
that it did so many years ago.  Charlie and friends still delight. But some years, 
watching it again seemed like just ticking a box on my Christmas To-Do list. 
 
 

 (continue)  



Our lives can take on a certain dullness of routine.  We pretty much know how 
the seasons will unfold.  There may be busy seasons at work and those that are 
less so.  The school year unfolds with marching season, fall and spring plays, 
football, basketball and other sports occupying their spots on the calendar.  And 
those of us of a certain age who have lived long enough to see this play out again 
and again, children are born, grow up, create joy and struggles, learn about the 
world, leave home and start the process of life over again. 
 
But this time of year, Advent and Christmas, something different can take 
place.  We celebrate these seasons, not just as some elaborate birthday party, but 
as something more.  We pause, break out of our routine, and observe the miracle 
of the inbreaking of God into human history.  God takes on human form and all 
challenges, fears and pain that comes with our humanness.  This is true           
condescension.  And God started this as a baby entrusted to two human parents, 
who, like most of us, had no idea of how to care adequately for a newborn.  God 
among us.  God as one of us.  God reaching out to us.  God coming to save us. 
 
Now we all know the stories, the angels, the star, the manger, the shepherds, the 
wise men, the soldiers coming from Herod, the flight to Egypt.  We identify with 
Mary and a little less so with Joseph.  And we understand about taxes and       
censuses.  We know the songs; we get out the same decorations; we send cards, 
and get together with family and friends.  It has a comforting familiarity.  But it 
can also lose some of its luster, in the same way as those TV specials of days 
gone by.  But I think we would do well to see this inbreaking as God's special.  If 
we ever needed evidence that God is not done with the world; I think it is this. 
And that is something truly special indeed.  Ours is a God who comes.  He came 
once when the world least expected it.  He calls to us individually when we are 
busy with other things.  And he might just come again at a time when we are not 
expecting it. 
 
I started loving A Charlie Brown Christmas because of the gags about aluminum 
trees and Snoopy kissing Lucy who had to get the disinfectant and iodine.  But 
somewhere along the way, I started really hearing the quiet voice of Linus      
reciting the Christmas story from Luke.  I had no doubt heard it before, but  
somehow at some point it felt brand new to me.  It felt powerful.  Perhaps it is not 
too dramatic to say it was almost like a voice within a voice.  I still shiver each 
year now when I can, in a quiet moment, listen to that again. 
 
It is my hope for you this year that you might find a way to see the "special" that 
God presents to us, to spend just a little time considering the jaw dropping     
awesomeness of that gift to a fallen humanity.  A gift that is free to us.  A gift that 
makes all the difference.  A gift that is yours to claim. 
 
Peace and glad tidings to you and yours. 
 
Pastor Terry 

 
There will be no meeting in December.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas season is here. This is the perfect time to brighten 
someone's day with a greeting card or brief letter.  

Like last year, cards will be available in Sunday School hall if you 
need some.  

 

  
  
 December 1 Lydia Johnston 
 December 15 Beth Lovell 
 December 29 Carolyn Nix 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to order Scrip Cards.   

There are order forms in the Sunday School Hall or you can get one from 
the Church Office. You can also call Beth to place your order. Her number 
is 812-480-7108. Only one order will be placed so don’t miss out on getting 

your cards and supporting your church!  
The order needs to be to Beth Skeels by December 6th.   

 
Thanks!  



 
St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

August 28, 2019 
Church Council Meeting 

 
Present: Pastor Terry Farmer, Dave Henze, Steve Sampson, Gary Johnson, Keith 
Ahrens, Sheila Bender, Lynn Johnson, Natalie Skeels, Polly Dossett, Elaine Goebel, 
Linda Steurer, Jeanette Phillips, Gil Barchet, and Donna Schmidt 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Terry Farmer.  
 
Minutes: Donna Schmidt 
Steve made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Keith Ahrens. Motion 
passed.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 

  Further work on by-laws 

 Assist Lynn Johnson on building issues 

 Handle issues related to Nellie Fink estate bequest 

 Gene Messel funeral 

 7 hospital or nursing home visits 

 8 notes or calls 

 Trip to Philadelphia for an IM board issue 

 Assist with planning for new choir season 

 I will be taking my second Sunday of vacation on Sept. 1 and Don Bernhardt 
 will be leading worship 

 New order for additional Choir and acolyte robes 
 

By Laws: Pastor Terry Farmer  

 Amended and restated by laws were presented to the council. 

 Next meeting the council will discuss the draft. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Gil Barchet 
Income:    17,763.76……………………………….General Fund: 221,781.78 
Expenses: 14,598.35………………………………..Capital Fund: 428,133.69 
Filed for audit  

 The $200,000 CD was rolled over at 1.5% for one year 
 
Building Renovation: Lynn Johnson 

 Presented drawings (footprint) 

 Conference room for 20 peoples 

 Working on monetary part 

 Kevin Allen from Hafer is assigned to our project.  
                                                                                                           (continue) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1   First Sunday of Advent 
   World Communion Sunday 
Message  Something is Missing   
Scripture   Psalm 121:1 
Children’s Message Jane Moad  
  
 
December 8  Second Sunday of Advent      
Message  Did You Not Hear the Alarm?  
Scripture  Romans 13:11-14   
Children’s Message Randy Lewis 
   
 
December 15  Third Sunday of Advent 
Message  That Was Certainly Unexpected 
Scripture  Luke 1:26-56  
Children’s Message Rayna Brown 
Mission Moment Janice Farmer   
      
 
December 22  Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Message  Quiet Witness   
Scripture  Matthew 1:18-25    
Children’s Message Pastor Terry Farmer 
 
December 24  Christmas Eve 
Message  Is That Not Joseph’s Son 
Scripture  Luke 4:16-22 
 
 
December 29                 First Sunday after Christmas 
Message  So Many Dreams  
Scripture  Matthew 2:13-23 
Children’s Message Denise Farmer  

 
 
 

  

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=church%20council&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft%2Cea


  Head Trustee: Gary Johnson 

 Gary and Roger met with Midwest about rusted gutters.  

 Duct work in basement is dripping.  Gary will talk to Morrow. The closet may 
 need dehumidifiers.  

 Gary and his son will work on downed tree near the cemetery.  
 
  President’s Report: Dave Henze 

 Vectren will possibly place a 400 watt directional light near the entrance of the 
 parking lot for $20.00 a month because the front of the lot is so dark. Sheila 
 made a motion to have Vectren come out and give us an opinion as to the watt
 age our parking lot needs; seconded by Elaine. motion passed.  

 Our church umbrella insurance coverage will be renewed at a 3% increase  
 ($312)  more annually.  

 Yoga class will be held in an upstairs Sunday school room.  

 David will ask Mark Corbett about removing the cooler in the shelter house.  

 Rob Henson (ONB) Capital Campaign meeting update as to what needs to be 
 done first, etc. Rob has done 100 such campaigns and is offering his services 
 with no charge as ONB has the Keil money. Our committee finds him to be   
 very professional.  

 
  Food, Fun, Fellowship: Elaine Goebel 

 On October 25th the committee will make kuchens and cinnamon rolls to sell at 
 Trunk or Treat and at church on Sunday, October 27th.  

 Tables in the social hall need to have a permanent configuration and a standard 
 plan that can be posted so that groups know how to leave the tables after an 
 event. Linda, Elaine and Jeanette will meet to decide the number of tables to be 
 left out and report back to council. 

 
  Elders: Jeanette Phillips 

 We need to have a certified food manager for our kitchen.  

 For TASC, Jeanette is having a person be certified, church may need one also.  

 Jeanette is working on getting a committee together to establish a parish nurse  
 for  St. Paul’s. 

 
  Elders: Polly Dossett 

 Concern for church security. She will do some research and report back to     
 council at the next meeting.  

 
  Elders: Donna Schmidt 

 I am going on the Back Bay mission trip to Biloxi October 26-November 2nd. 
 Our church has been asked to donate money for their food pantry.  

 
  Next Meeting- September 25th.  
  

 

 

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

September 30, 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

             Linda Messel & Samantha Gish 

     

      

     

 Income  

  Contributions $20,186.00 

  Other Income 928.20 

     

 Total Income $21,114.20 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 8,179.78 

  Administrative Expenses 154.20 
  Church Property Maintenance 3,230.55 

  Evangelism & Outreach 0.00 

  Stewardship & Missions 2,125.24 

  Nurture & Discipleship 24.00 

  Worship & Church Renewal 172.85 

  Congregational Life 0.00 

     

 Total Expenses $13,886.62 



 

Bake sale for Missions on  
December 15 , before and after 

church . Donations of bake goods 
needed. Great time to buy your   
Holiday treats and support our  

community missions! 
 
 
 

 
 

Santa Cruz Valley Border Issues Fair  
and  

Common Ground on the Border 
 

January 16-18, 2020  
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ Sahuarita, Arizona  

 
  Good Shepherd UCC will be hosting this event to educate UCC churches in the     
  culture, language, cuisine, economics ,environment of the people and issues   
  of immigration  and migrant workers and the struggles of the borderlands .   
  We will be taking backpacks to be given to the asylum families who are   
  waiting in shelters for sponsors to assist them thru the legal system . We are   
  hoping to take 50-75 backpacks . A donation of $9 will pay for one $29 back 
  pack . Please consider making a donation to cover the cost of at least one   
  backpack . 
 
 

 
 
 There are only 7 spots left for the 

Crop for Kindness  Scrapbooking 

Event on  Feb 1 ,2020 that       

supports our Belize Education 

fund . If interested in joining us for 

a day of scrapbooking and fun and 

food , let Beth Skeels know ASAP.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Back Bay Mission Trip 
 
Because of the generosity of St. Paul’s UCC German Township’s 
congregation. I was able to present a check for $1053.00 to Back Bay 
Mission for the food pantry.  The folks were so thrilled to receive 
such a wonderful, much needed contribution. Thanks so much for 
your support and caring. What a giving, sharing church! 
 
Sincerely,  
Donna Schmidt 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
A big thank you to Beth Skeels for sending 15 beautiful backpacks to 
Back Bay. Beth your contribution was received with cheers. You 
know just what to do for the missions.  

The family of Rodger (Dodger) Brammer III would like to 
thank the congregation for all of their prayers and well wishes. 
Dodger was so very appreciative of the prayer blanket.  
 
Becky Brammer 

Dear Church Friends & Family,  
 
I wish to thank all of you for your cards, gifts, floral arrangements, etc. 
You were very thoughtful and I appreciate it very much.  
 
I am making slow progress at my new home Pine Haven. They treat me 
well and I’m glad to be here, but I hope to get stronger soon. I haven’t 
been with you for some time due to a personal health problem. I miss 
you and hope someday I can be with you again.  
 
Nettie Schmidt 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mark your calendar for the Christmas Season.  
  
 

 
 

 
Hanging of the Greens will follow worship on     

Sunday, December 1.  Please plan to stay and help 
us decorate the sanctuary and the rest of our       

facility.  Many hands make light work.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
Our annual Christmas luncheon will be 

served following worship Sunday, Dec. 8.  
We will enjoy a great meal, sing some  

carols and have a great  family time.  You 
won’t want to miss it.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Christmas Eve service will be 
at 4:00 pm on, December 24th.  
Mark your calendar and invite 

your friends. 
 

 

.  
 
 
 
 
Dear St. Paul United Church of Christ: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and members, I would like to express my 
appreciation for your donation of $250. 
 
Your support of the mission of the fire department, which assists the          
volunteer firefighters who willingly give freely of their time to assist our 
friends and neighbors, is greatly appreciated.  
 
Sincerely,  
Michael J. Plumlee 
Fire Chief 
German Township Fire-Rescue 
 
———————————————————————————————- 
Dear German Township-St. Paul UCC 
 
Thank you for your generous gift to Back Bay Mission! Your gift to our food 
pantry provides people with the resources they need to make it through tough 
times and get back on their feet.  
 
People like Mr. Allen.  
 
Mr. Allen stopped by the Mission recently, to say ‘thank you.’ For more than 
six years, he and his wife relied on our food pantry to make up the gap       
between their meager incomes and their bills. His wife passed away a year 
ago, forcing him to stretch his resources even more. Recently, Mr. Allen was 
approved for Social Security benefits. He won’t need the food pantry         
anymore, but wanted to express his gratitude for all of the help he’s received.  
 
Mr. Allen wouldn’t have made it this far without the support of gifts just like 
yours. Thank you! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Rev. Alice Graham, PH.D.  
Executive Director 
Back Bay Mission 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



December 2019 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Sunday School-9:00am 
Sunday Morning  

Worship-10:00am 
Hanging of the Greens 
  
  

2 

Scouts-5:30pm 
Yoga-6:30pm 

3 

Christian Ed 

Meeting-6:30pm 

4 

Choir-4:00pm 

  

  

5 6 7 
Women’s Guild 

using kitchen 

8 
Sunday School-9:00am 
Sunday Morning  

Worship-10:00am 
Christmas Dinner 
Girl Scouts 4:00pm 

  

  

9 

Scouts-5:30pm 
Yoga-6:30pm 
  

10 11 

Choir-4:00pm 

  

12 

Venture Crew-

6:30pm 

13 

Girl Scout Lock In 

14 
Girl Scout Lock In 

15 
Sunday School-9:00am 
Sunday Morning  

Worship-10:00am 
Bake Sale 

16 

Scouts-6:00pm 
Yoga-6:30pm 
  
  

17 

  

18 

  
TASC-9:00am 
Choir-4:00pm 

19 20 21 

22 
Sunday School-9:00am 
Sunday Morning  

Worship-10:00am 
Girl Scouts-4:00pm 

23 

Scouts-6:00pm 
Yoga-6:30pm 
Newsletter Material 

Deadline 

24 

Church Office 

Closed 
Christmas Eve 

Service-4:00pm 

25 

Church Office 

Closed 
Christmas 

26 

  

27 28 

29 
Sunday School-9:00am 
Sunday Morning  

Worship-10:00am 

30 

Scouts-5:30pm 
Yoga-6:00pm 

  
  

31 

  
  

        

  
            

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/christmas.php

