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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Pastor Terry Farmer  812-602-3571 
Minister of Visitation     Linda Steurer   812-963-3394 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Steve Sampson  Linda Steurer  Sheila Bender 
Vice President Dave Henze  Ron Tillman 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Lynn Johnson 
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Roger Damm  812-963-6868 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 
Tony Steurer  812-499-8860  Randy Ricketts  812-963-0924 
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 
TASC, Jeanette Phillips  
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The men and women serving our country 
 
Erik Yestingsmeier –greatgrandchildren 
 of  Lucille Fowler 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews of 
Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer 
Ezekiel Townsend and crew  of USS Alabam a  

Aug 1 Jamie Barchett Aug 14 Cynthia Nix 

Aug 2 Harrison Damm Aug 17 Karen Schaefer 

Aug 3 Reece Damm Aug 18 Roger Damm 

Aug 4 Terry Alexander Aug 19 Claire Walden 

Aug 4 Dan Nix Aug 21 Larry Jewell 

Aug 5 Connie  Johnson Aug 22 Avah Knapp 

Aug 6 Kim Morehead Aug 23 Lynn Johnson 

Aug 7 Keaton Ahrens Aug 24 Jessica Minor 

Aug 8 Michael Duncan Aug 25 Preston Roeder 

Aug 11 Mary  Ann Yestingsmeier Aug 25 Sharon Schmidt 

Aug 12 Byron Wolfe Aug 28 Ron Tillman 

Aug 13 Kramer Ahrens Aug 30 Jake Yestingsmeier 

Aug 14 Charles Johnson   

North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 
 
Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Nettie Schmidt-6400 Mesker Park Drive-Evansville, IN  47720 
Elgene Williams-1226 Begonia Court-Evansville, IN  47712 
Dorothy Hopple –Leisure Living-3024 Restful Place-
Evansville, IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
 
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Heritage Center-812-429-0700 
1201 West Buena Vista Road-Evansville, IN  47710 
Charlotte Lux-Room 116 
Donn Pingel-Room 304 
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
 Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment143 
Dorothy Martin-Apartment 116 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
Tom Scheller 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Hi  Mrs. Beth 

Greeting to you, I hope you are doing well. 

My name is Mariellie Shennelle Patt and I am 13 years old, I live in San Narciso Village, Corozal District, Belize Central America. I have 

just completed my eight years of education at Concepcion Presbyterian School. Now, I will be attending “Escuela Secundaria Tecnica 

Mexico” high school. This is where l will start a new journey of my life. It will be a new experience for me. I feel very excited to meet new 

friends and teachers. I will study hard to achieve my goals and make my parents proud as well as my sponsor.  

In the future I want to be a chef so I can prepare delicious food and then I can start to promote my dishes. I really appreciate your help you 

are providing for me. I will be praying for your family and for your church who helped us too. 

Thanks 

Mariellie Shennelle Patt 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hi  Mrs. Beth 

Greeting to you, I hope you are doing well. 

My name is Danisha Jaretzi Patt and I am 14 years old, I live in San Narciso Village, Corozal District, Belize Central America 

First of all, I would like to thank you, your church (congregation) for helping and supporting me in my education. All of us have a goal in life 
and we want to achieve it. Even though it is hard work but if we don’t give up it can bring us beautiful things in life. I am currently attending 
Escuela Secundaria Tecnica Mexico high school. I am  in second form and very soon I will be promoted to third form. My major is tourism. 
Tourism will help me to learn more about the history of my amazing Belize and advertise it so more tourists can come to explore my  
beautiful Belize and other countries in the world. When you come for a visit I would love to give you a tour around my beautiful jewel of 
Belize. 

My second option was Votech. This option will equip me with family and resource management, information technology, human and social 
biology, agriculture, and chemistry, as well as Mathematics. I am looking forward to gain more experience in this area.  

Once again, thank for all your support. Your generous assistance will allow my dream and goal come close to a reality. 

With love, 
Danisha Jaretzi Patt 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Hi  Mrs. Beth 

Greeting to you, I hope you are doing well. 

My name is Diamari Janel Patt and I am 16 years old, I live in San Narciso Village, Corozal District, Belize Central America 

First of all, I would like to thank you for being so generous in sponsoring my education. The financial support you all gave enabled me to 

continue my education.  

I take this opportunity to thank God for allowing me to further my studies at “Escuela Secundaria Tecnica Mexico” high School.  I will be a 

fourth form student, once more, I will be majoring in business which I plan to gain more experience in this area. I will graduate in 2021.  

After graduation, I am planning to attend Centro Escolar Mexico Junior college. Here I will be embarked in gaining knowledge on         

information technology. I have a passion for technology. My biggest goal in life is to be a computers and phone technician. I love spending 

time exploring on ways to create apps, and how to fix computers and phones. I love creating spread sheets, power points, diplomas,   

certificates, and also helping my dad with storing in his information on “Genially”.   

Once again, thank for all your support. Your generous assistance will allow my dream to be a reality. 

May Our good Lord continue blessing you all. 

With Love, 
Diamari Janel Pa  



While we are learning more, a service is still taking anywhere from 25 to 40 person hours to complete.  And      

incidentally, in speaking with a UCC pastor in Terre Haute, this is what they are experiencing right now as well. 

VBS 

In light of the uncertainty that exists right now about the impact of “reopening” efforts in Indiana, parental       

concern, and the age of some of our staff, we are going to present VBS online this year.  This will take a           

significant effort and tech support.  There is some good news in this.  If it is as well received as our online       

worship, we actually have a pretty good chance of reaching more children than we would under the circumstances 

or even in a “normal” year. 

Building Use 

As a group, we decided use of the building by outside groups will be prohibited at least until services resume. In 

the meantime, there will need to be policies and procedures in place for when they do return. 

 

Linda made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Lynn seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:46pm 

 

Natalie Skeels 

Church Council Secretary 

 

 

 

Who could have imagined what would change in four months time: no professional sports, no in

-person school, no Fall   Festival, and no in-person church services at present.  Our church is 

still working as vacation bible school is on-line, thanks to Jessica and Denise.  Sunday virtual 

church is keeping us in touch, thanks to much hard work.  The cemetery drive and parking lot 

have been resealed and striped, and the new digital sign installation has begun.  We will need 

volunteers to learn how to use it.  Your Church Council has approved a security system to better 

protect our staff and building which will be installed in the near future. 

On a sad note, it’s been recommended that all but five burgoo kettles be sold.  So, if you’d like 

to buy one, please contact Norma, as several are still available.  Burgoo was both a major social event and fundraiser for our 

church.  The new times we’re now in, who knows if fundraising, like Burgoo will even be possible.   

Regardless of some setbacks, we look forward to the coming months, working together to overcome inevitable challenges 
that we face. 

 
Remember our shut-ins with cards and phone 
calls. It means so much to be thought of. 
 
 
Linda Steurer 

I am so very grateful for the many cards and 

well wishes during my hip replacement         

recovery.  

Thanks you my friends,  

Judy Gabe 



 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s UCC German Township 
Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

May 27, 2020 
 

Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Keith Ahrens, Linda Steurer, Lynn Johnson, Sheila Bender, 
Ron Tillman, Natalie Skeels 
 
Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels 
Sheila made a motion to approve the corrected April minutes, Linda seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens 
Income:    $16,205.57            General Fund:  $239,758.03 
Expenses: $16,113.56            Capital Fund:   $571,137.00 
 
Trustee Report: Ron Tillman 

 Cemetery drive repaired and drain installed. Still have to come back and put down asphalt.  
 Heater removal in sanctuary finally complete. Proposal for painting stairwell to basement from entry is 
 $800. My opinion is to wait until a better time to complete this.  
 Midwest Sheet Metal complete with duct and gutter on south side of Social hall.  
 Norma told me we had a water bill that was double than normal. I walked the church and found no      
 running water. Roger and I read water meter and I tracked it for a week. No unusual usage found.   
 

Vice President’s Report: Dave Henze 
 Paycheck Protection Program check $19,900 deposited 5/12 
 Gutter/Downspout billing update 

Dave made a motion to approve additional $5800 cost for gutter and downspout work, Keith seconded.   
Motion passed. 

 Building Security Progress Report 

-ADT- $5324 equipment & install plus $203 monthly monitoring 
            -Sonitrol - $12,928 equip & install plus $119 monthly 
 -Cater Video & Security church walk-thru 5/27  

 We need a clear system for storage of minutes and treasurers reports 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 

Activities 

As of this writing (5/21/20) I have made 8 contacts through cards and calls.  I have only been visiting in end of 

life situations for fear of becoming a vector for spreading Covid-19.   I have made three such visits.  I have      

attended 3 clergy gatherings by video to discuss Covid-19 matters.  I have also attended by video 1 Centers for 

Congregations Seminar on the same topic.  Most of my effort has been focused on our video worship services 

and to continue to learn with my helpers how to do this better—and how to fight through technology issues on 

literally every single service.  I believe, based on the feedback and view counts, that while not ideal, we are doing 

a pretty good job of reaching folks and helping to fill the void created by the inability to worship together.  But I 

would appreciate and value your feedback.   

 

 

(continue) 



Virtual Vacation  Bible School 2020 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with VBS 

this year! It was an overwhelming success with 

50 children joining us to learn about the life of 

Jesus from the safety of their own living rooms. 

I could not have made this happen without such 

an amazing team of people!   

 

Be Sure to check out St. Paul’s  

Virtual Children’s Moments each 

week! 

 

 

 

Beth Skeels has the following             

Scrip Cards available for sale. 

Buehlers Buy Low- $25 and $50 

Lics- $2.00 

Do we have your up-to-date contact information?  As you 

know we increasingly use electronic technology to          

communicate with our members.  And this means we use 

several  different lists to send out our information.  We use 

the  emailing list that allows you to receive the 3M to also       

distribute the worship links each Sunday.  

 

We use an automatic calling service to make more urgent 

announcements that cannot wait for, or are not necessarily 

well suited for, a mailed notice.  

 

We use a different email list to send out prayer requests to 

those of you who have let us know that you are willing to be 

part of our prayer team that responds to urgent                

requests.  And finally, we us the U.S. Mail our monthly       

newsletter.   

 

If you have changed your phone number, email address or 

physical address, you might miss out. So, if you make a 

change (including dropping your landline phone), take a   

moment and let Norma know. Then we can adjust our     

records and keep you up to date. 

 

We have had folks call the office who missed out on        

information only to find something had changed, we did not 

know, and as a result they had not been notified. Let us 

know and we are always happy to adjust. 

 

But here is what we cannot control.  Different email          

providers make changes in spam filters periodically.  We 

have no way to adjust for this.  So, if an expected email 

does not show up in your inbox, please check your spam 

folder.  It may be there and if so, you should be able to set 

your     software to stop blocking our emailed material.  Al-

so,    sometimes technology does not work like it 

should.  We  occasionally can catch this on our end, but 

generally we cannot tell that this has happened.  If you do 

not get an email or call you expected, please do not take 

offense.  It is usually a bug in the system (that may or may 

not recur).  If you do not get the 3M, call the office and an 

additional copy can be forwarded to you by Norma. 

 

Finally, if you are unsure if you have a current phone     

number in our dialing system, call the office and we can 

check this for you.  Remember we are using the number 

you have given us permission to call.  Again, ask yourself if 

you have changed the number that is best to call you?  

 

And finally, if you have installed software or use a service to 

block automatic or robo calls, this will probably block us as 

well.  These calls always come on the church number.  If it 

is possible to “green light” selected numbers, you may want 

to add ours.  



August 2    Communion Sunday &  

  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

Message Dinner is Served   

Scripture Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 9 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Message The Signal in the Noise  
 
Scripture 1 Kings 19: 9-18 
 

August 16    Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Message What Defiles? 
  
Scripture Matthew 15:1-20 
 

August 23 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Do we Honor Our Heritage?  

Scripture Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

August 30 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
  

Message Taking up the Cross 

Scripture Matthew 16:21-28 

 

      

     

 Income  

  Contributions $13,990.00 

  

SPA Payroll Protection       

Program Advance 19,900.00 

  Other Income 1,300.60 

     

 Total Income $35,190.60 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 9654.91 

  Administrative Expenses 497.95 
  Church Property Maintenance 4929.97 

  Evangelism & Outreach 440.00 

  Stewardship & Missions 1627.58 

  Nurture & Discipleship 502.35 

  Worship & Church Renewal 294.23 

  Congregational Life 0.00 

     

 Total Expenses $17,946.99 

    

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

May 31, 2020 

   

 

 

 

Did you know? 

We Accept 

E-Giving! 

Use a checking account, savings 

account, debit or credit card to 

quickly and easily make your    

secure one-time or recurring 

(weekly or monthly) donation. 

Automating your donations     

permits uninterrupted giving in 

the event of  vacations, illness or  

inclement weather closure. 

Call Norma in the church office 

for more information.  

The St. Paul’s  

Newsletter Deadline  

 

The material deadline for the  

September 

issue of The St. Paul’s 

Newsletter is Monday,      

August 17,2020 



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
My Study Window… 

Looking out my study window I am thinking about singing.  

And about music generally.   

I am not a musician.  Oh, I can find middle C on a keyboard.  

And I can sing in a choir with a good director, an accompanist 

playing my part loudly, and better singers surrounding me.  

But there is a lot about music I do not know.  I admire folks 

who have the talent to perform as a soloist.  I know that it takes 

much hard work and a good dose of God given talent to be able 

to do music well. 

But as I have been reflecting this month, I really have been 

thinking about those inclusive musical experiences we can all 

have regardless of our talent or experience.  As we continue to 

worship virtually, I miss singing in church.  There, I have said 

it.  While I really do get a lift from being able to worship with 

you using our recorded services (yes, I really do watch them as 

my weekly worship after they are put together by our team), I 

miss singing with a large group of fellow believers. 

Now before I go on, I want to quickly acknowledge that singing 

in a group is a dangerous activity right now.  I personally know 

someone who got Covid from singing in a church choir.  And 

the church-based news services are full of enough stories 

where worship singing has gone very badly due to multiple     

infections.  Singing, like loud talking, spreads the virus further 

than simple talking.  I am not leading up to suggesting we all 

get together for a hymn sing.  That has to wait until things are 

safer. 

However, the inability to sing with a large group right now 

gives us some space to think about the role of singing in the 

Christian life.  In the New Revised Standard translation of the 

Bible, the word “sing”, or a variant, appears about 200 times 

and “song” exactly 100 times.  Music is firmly embedded in the 

life of believers, at least as it is recorded in scripture.  We are 

asked to sing a new song, to sing praises, and to sing unto the 

Lord.  One of my favorite passages in the Christmas story is 

when the angels sing to the shepherds.   

Now the use of music in worship, despite the clear scriptural 

authority for using it, has had a checkered history in the 

church.  Some Christian groups (like the Puritans, who also 

made it illegal to celebrate Christmas) historically rejected  

music in worship, and some do up to this day.  But I think   

music, particularly group singing in choirs and as a               

congregation, is very beneficial to the worship experience. 

Here are some reasons why worship music means so much to 
me.  First, it is a group activity that brings unity.  Think about 
being at a Reitz football game and singing the school song after 
a touchdown.  Now in that stadium, there are a lot of folks.  
Maybe some you do not know or even like.  But in that          
moment, all true fans are standing, singing, and are united in  
spirit.  Of course, hymns are more important than fight songs. 

  But when we join in singing in church, our differences melt 

away and we are united in the Spirit.  In my experience,   

something approaching religious ecstasy can sometimes occur 

when that happens.  Come sing Blessed Assurance at a Men’s 

Lenten Breakfast sometime if you are not sure what I mean. 

Second, the words matter.  I enjoy contemporary Christian 

music. However, the thoughtfulness of the lyrics to the old 

hymns are really a form of liturgy, even in churches that       

profess to be non-liturgical.  There are strong biblical images 

in the hymns, sometimes quoting the text and other times by 

allusion, that are all the richer when we have a fairly good 

grasp on scripture.  And as they become familiar to us, the 

hymns themselves become part of the old, old story. 

Third, I believe  God wants to hear us make music.  The 

Psalms were, in many instances, written to be sung.  And there 

are many references to cymbals, lyre, trumpet and drums        

being played in a worship setting.  And if we are to sing new 

songs, we should be constantly reinventing ways to express 

ourselves musically. 

I do not think I am the only one who feels this way.  Here is a 

quote from an article called Not lifting our voices (sic) by L. 

Roger Owens published in the Christian Century this week: 

 “(John) Wesley knew that how we sing reflects our 

values. He wanted Methodists to “sing lustily” so we wouldn’t 

appear half-asleep, but also “modestly” so our voices could be 

united. He told us to “sing in time” in order to avoid laziness. 

And he said “sing spiritually” with an “eye to God” in every 

note.”  

There is one good thing that I have experienced in hymns in 

the context of our current method of online worship.  It is that 

having the words up on the screen gives me a different         

perspective on the lyrics.  Somehow this shift helps me to     

better reflect on their meaning than when I am trying to add 

my bass part to the singing.  Maybe you have caught a verse 

that you had not noticed before and gotten a “lift” from it. 

But I must also confess that there are some hymns that cannot 

just watch scroll by.  I have to sing.  And there are some hymns 

that always cause my throat to catch.  Every time.  Of course, 

music of any type has the power to transport us in time.  It can 

sooth us.  It can inspire us.  But to me, the music we sing for 

the Lord with fellow believers has more power than that old 

love song from our teenage days. 

We will sing together in the House of the Lord again.  I have 

no doubt.  I do not know when.  But I am confident.  Perhaps 

this pause will give us a renewed appreciation for our singing, 

and perhaps a renewed enthusiasm. 

Peace to you. May there be a hymn in your heart (and perhaps 

on your voice) in the days ahead. 

Pastor Terry 

St. Paul’s News 


