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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
8701 Big Cynthiana Road, Evansville, IN 47720 

Church: 812-963-3394  Fax: 812-963-3447 
Email: Stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com 

Website: stpaulsgermantownship.org 
Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

 Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Mon-Thurs 
 

Church Staff 

Church Council 

Trustees 
 
 

Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 
TASC, Jeanette Phillips 

President Dave Henze  Polly Dossett 

Vice President Steve Sampson  Bonnie Garwood 

Secretary Donna Schmidt  Elaine Goebel 

Treasurer Gill Barchet  Lynn Johnson 

 Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 

 Sheila Bender  Natalie Skeels 

 Nicole Damm  Linda Steurer 

Pastor Pastor Terry Farmer 812-602-3571 

Accompanist Rayna Brown 812-449-7952 

Choir Director Noah Farmer 812-963-3394 

Sunday School Superintendent & 
Minister of Youth 

Jessica Minor 812-430-6326 

Minister of Visitation Linda Steurer 812-963-3394 

Office Admin. /Bookkeeper Norma Helm 812-963-3394 

Custodian Vickie White 812-963-3394 

Nursery Attendant Kinsey Peralta 812-963-3394 

Gary Johnson 812-459-0082 Roger Damm 812-963-6868 

Ron Tillman 812-457-1316 Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 

Tony Steurer 812-499-8860   



 
 
 
 
 
 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME 
 

Heritage Center-812-429-0700 
1201 West Buena Vista Road-Evansville, IN  47710 
Charlotte Lux-Room 116 
Alice Butler-Room 146 
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Donn & Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment143 
Dorothy Martin-Apartment 128 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
 
North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 
 
Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Nettie Schmidt-6400 Mesker Park Drive-Evansville, IN  47720 
Ray Brown-102 Cub Cove-Evansville, IN  47712 
Tom Scheller-PO Box 6304-Evansville, IN 47719 
Elgene Williams-4809 Shady Court-Evansville, IN  47712 

 
Please remember our members and friends of  

St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The men and women serving our country 

 

Erik Yestingsmeier ~greatgrandchildren of  Lucille Fowler  

Jonathon and Joshua Kelly ~grandsons of J im & Joan Baughn & 

nephews of Leonard & Roberta Lenfers 

August Clarry ~ great– grandson of  Roland &Alice Garland 

Jacob Toelle~great nephew of Deborah Schneider                                    

Joseph Hale~grandson of Glenna Hale                              

Ryan Skeels~son of Char lie and Beth Skeels  

Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews of Arthur & Ellie 

Lukenheimer 

Ezekiel Townsend and crew of USS Alabama 

           

 

 

The St. Paul’s News 

February 1 Meghan Lewis February 18 Amanda Lewis 

February 6 Janice Farmer February 20 Bill Dossett 

February 7 James Kuebler February 21 James Gabe 

February 9 Adam Henze February 22 Lucas Jewell 

February 10 Chad Shelton February 22 Ryan Lewis 

February 11 Keith Ahrens February 22 Chris Wade 

February 11 Loren Gabe February 24 Ginger Kuebler 

February 13 Shirley Schmidt February 25 Dan Lewis 

February 14 Tim Kratochvil February 25 Logan Lovell 

February 15 Eugene Nurrenbern February 26 Eugene Flick 

February 16 Joyce Goebel February 28 Polly Dossett 



Kids  Korner ~  
 

From My Study Window… 
 
From my study window, I wonder if you wonder how I see the               
congregation from the pulpit.  I think we all know the old saw that if you 
want to understand someone better, try walking a mile in their shoes (or 
some say moccasins).  So, I thought you might be interested in seeing the 
congregation thorough my eyes.  Being in the chancel, I get to see the choir 
up close and personal.  And being a bit elevated in height, I have a pretty 
good vantage point, seeing quite clearly all the way back to the stage in the 
Sunday School Hall.  I know who slips in late or leaves early.  Who spends 
time on their smart phone.  Who I have put to sleep. Who sings and who 
does not.  I can gauge the mood of the service from how the opening hymn 
is sung and try to adjust accordingly.  I notice when attendance is down and 
when attendance is up.  And I try to note, with the help of the information 
we collect on the pew pads, who may need a word of encouragement or 
pastoral follow up.  But my perspective is far from perfect.  And my powers 
of observation sometime (frequently) fail me. 
 
All of this is really not worth mentioning except as a lead in for me to share 
a small portion of an article that appeared recently in The Christian Century 
written by Craig Barnes who is the president of Princeton Theological  
Seminary.  In the article, he is reflecting on how he sees his home church 
from his favorite pew in the balcony.  I was moved by his words which, in 
very eloquent terms, express my personal experience of St. Paul’s and why 
I feel so strongly that church matters.  Here is a portion of what he wrote 
about what he sees. 
 
“There are the young parents who can’t wait for the children’s time in the 
liturgy, when their kids will be invited beyond the doors of the sanctuary 
into someone else’s hands for the rest of the hour. Sitting nearby are      
exhausted professionals, students, teachers, shopkeepers, secretaries, and 
those who thought retirement would be a lot less stressful than it is. They 
all find their way into the pews in hopes of encountering something that 
will restore their souls which have been flattened down by another hard 
week. A few of them probably just got bad news from a physician, or a boss, 
or a spouse. All of them got bad news from the newspapers. More than once 
over the years I have noticed an older woman start coming to worship 
alone when she used to be accompanied by her husband. 
 
Others have had a wonderful week after something like the wedding of a 
child, the birth of a grandchild, or a 50th anniversary party. They had to 
come to church to stand among others who know that all of life is a grace. 

 
 

 

 (continue)  



Most of those in the pews probably had a week that was neither great nor 
horrible, but they’ve learned that nothing can make us more blind to the  
presence of the Holy Spirit than the ordinary. These worshipers don’t feel 
broken or particularly blessed, but they find their lives centered in saying an 
old creed, singing a hymn so familiar they barely need the hymnal, reciting 
the Lord’s Prayer, and hearing a sermon that treats God’s Word and human 
words seriously. They just want to know that grace can also appear in the 
routine. 
 
They gave up a precious Sunday morning and came to church because they 
needed to sit beside people they may not know any better than I do in a house 
of worship, which is already a sacramental experience. Their souls beckoned 
or maybe dragged them to church that morning. Or possibly their spouse’s or 
parent’s soul got them there. But from the balcony I could see them gathered 
as a part of a flawed community in search of a taste of grace. 
 
From the balcony I got a glimpse of how heaven sees worship every Sunday.” 
 
From the chancel, I am privileged to witness this holiness unfolding Sunday 
after Sunday.  And I see and feel this keenly at special services like Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Fall Vespers, Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Eve.  I am nourished, humbled, awestruck, moved to tears, grateful beyond 
words to be in this place with these people who are this church. 
 
As we move ahead on our Christian journey together, I hope we can receive 
new eyes to enable us to see in new and deeper ways what is happening in 
our church.  These are not new things.  But they may be things that we may 
take for granted and thereby miss the power of God working in the midst of 
God’s people in amazing ways.  We are blessed by God, but also profoundly 
blessed by one another.  Our relationship through Christ in this congregation 
binds us deeply.  We are called to be in relationship with one another in all 
that this means.  We are called together to be the church.  And that is a    
wonderous thing.  Something we can bask in.  Something in which we can 
grow. 
 
May the blessings of God and of his church be yours.  
 
Pastor Terry 

 

 

 

 

 

Men & Boys Sausage Supper 

Monday-February 17 

6:30pm 

Celebrating Presidents Day and honoring our 
Scouting program. 

 

Guest Speaker 

 

Bring your DAD...your Grand-dad...your uncle or 
your Father-in-law 

 

Cost: Adults and kids over 12-$7.00 

Scouts to 12 years old-free 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The February Men’s Ministry 
meeting will be  February 25th.  



 
St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Church Council Meeting 
November 21, 2019 

 
Present: Pastor Terry Farmer, David Henze, Steve Sampson, Elaine Goebel,            
Gil Barchet, Jeanette Phillips, Polly Dossett, Gary Johnson, Keith Ahrens,           
Lynn Johnson and Donna Schmidt 
 
Opening prayer by Pastor Terry Farmer 
 
Minutes: Donna Schmidt 
Steve made a motion to accept the minutes as read. Seconded by Jeanette Phillips. 
Motion Passed.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Gil Barchet 
Income:    $20,393.06        General Fund: $233,020.10 
Expenses: $14,936.94     Capital Fund:     $439,478.24 
Filed for audit 

 2020 Budget will be finalized at the January council meeting.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 

 Two new members: Linda Messel and Samantha Gish 

 Vespers service with 38 in attendance 

 IM board meeting in St. Louis 

 Participated in CROP Walk and Trunk or Treat 

 Duncan Memorial service 

 Three calls or notes 

 Two healthcare related visits 

 Met with Personnel Committee 

 Recruiting new visitation staff person 

 Community Thanksgiving service will be next Tuesday at 6:30 
 
Building Renovation: Lynn Johnson 
Lynn made a motion to have Tom Blythe with Hafer give us final plans of our      
remodeling proposal for presentation to the congregation. Seconded by Steve 
Sampson. Motion Passed 
 
Trustee Report: Gary Johnson 

 Gary will call Bill McCullough about the hole in the cemetery road.  
 
President’s Report: Dave Henze 

 Steve Sampson, Natalie Skeels, Lynn Johnson and David Henze met with 
 Rob Henson from ONB on November 14th.  

 New bylaws approved at the congregational meeting on November 10th.  

 Men’s ministry has received 2 requests to clean gutters.  
 

                              
 

 (continue)                                                                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 2   Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
   World Communion Sunday 
Message  The Foolish Cross   
Scripture   I Corinthians  1:18-31  
Acolyte   Bennett Minor  
Children’s Moment Randy Lewis 
 
February 9  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Message  Wasted 
Scripture  Matthew 5:13-20   
Acolyte   Hunter Scott 
Children’s Moment Rayna Brown 
   
 
February 16  Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Message  A Choice to Make 
Scripture  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Acolyte   Jack Skeels 
Children’s Moment Denise Farmer      
 
February 23  Transfiguration 
Message  Seriously?! The Other Cheek?   
Scripture  Matthew 5:38-48 
Acolyte   Caylib Skeels 
Children’s Moment Jessica Minor 
 
February 26  Ash Wednesday  
Message  Is Such the Fast That I Choose?  
Scripture  Isaiah 58:1-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=church%20council&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft%2Cea


Fun, Food and Fellowship: Elaine Goebel 

 Will provide food for scrapbooking for Belize fundraiser the first Saturday of 
 February.  

 
Elders: Jeanette Phillips 

 A meeting of the parish nurse committee will be December 11 at 4:30pm 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:35pm 
 
Next council meeting will be January 8th.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Congregational Meeting 
November 10, 2019 

Immediately after church 
 
 

RE: Amended and Restated Bylaws for St. Paul’s UCC German Township 
 
Meeting was called to order at 11:00am by Church Council President David Henze 
 

 He clarified additions 

 Church council made the recommendation to the congregation and the bylaws 
 were approved by a quorum. 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

 

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

October 31, 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

     

      

     

 Income  

  Contributions $15,951.00 

  Other Income 2,006.98 

     

 Total Income $17,957.98 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 7,891.16 

  Administrative Expenses 888,43 
  Church Property Maintenance 4,286.69 

  Evangelism & Outreach 0.00 

  Stewardship & Missions 1,595.00 

  Nurture & Discipleship 518.81 

  Worship & Church Renewal 1,857.48 

  Congregational Life 0.00 

     

 Total Expenses $17,037.57 

Ash Wednesday Service will 

be February 26 at 6:00pm 



 

RUMMAGE SALE 
 

This years Spring Sale is on Saturday April 25th (mark your calendars.)  
It’s never too early to start thinking about what you can donate.  The  
rummage sale has been an effective money maker for our church for 
many years.  It can only be successful if we have items to sell.  We will 
happily take donations from your family or neighbors.  You can get the 
key for the rummage trailer from the church office Monday – Thursday 
9a-2p. 
 
REMINDER – as always, we cannot accept TV’S, computers, clothes or 
mattresses (this includes hide-a-beds.)  Thank you for your understanding 
of this. 
 
Mary Ann Yestingsmeier 
Chairperson 

 
 

The Mission Committee 
 
The Mission Committee wishes to thank all those that so generously gave to 
our giving tree this Christmas season.  It is in this spirit of giving that we further 
the work of Christ to those in our community in need. St. Paul’s has always 
been so willing to share with those less fortunate. May the spirit of Christmas 
bless us in this  New Year.  
 
Sincerely,  
The Mission Committee  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seniors in High School 

 
If you are a member of St. Paul’s UCC German Township and 
will be graduating this spring and are planning to attend an      
accredited two year, four year or technical college, you may be 
eligible to apply for the Goebel Family Endowment Fund      
Scholarship. Please call Norma at the church office (812) 963-3394 
or Donna Schmidt at (812) 963-3431 to add your name to the list 
by February 16th  

 

Any youth or young families that would be interested in a monthly (or 
bi-monthly) service project, please let me (Jessica Minor) know. I'd like 
to start planning for the spring if there is interest.  
 
VBS volunteers will be getting a pretty awesome t-shirt again this year! 
Want to make sure you get one too? See Jessica and she will sign you 
up!  VBS dates coming soon (likely late June again this year)  
 
It's not too early to be thinking about church camp either! If you're   
interested in attending this year,  see Jessica for more info.  

I wish to thank those who sent me those “lovely” 
cards of Jesus birth. What a lovely feeling. You 
made my day! 
 
“God Bless” 
Geneva Johnson 



 
 

 

 

 
Do we have your current phone number, email address and physical address?  We 
want to keep in touch and cannot do that as effectively as we would like if we do 
not have current information.  Help us out and keep the office up to date. 

 

 

 

 
Welcome Linda! 

 
Pastor Terry is very pleased to announce 
that Linda Steurer has been hired by the 
church as the Minister of Visitation and 
Outreach.  Linda and her husband Don 
have been attending St. Paul’s for many 

years. Linda has been involved with TASC 
and is currently a member of the Church 
Council.  Linda will be looking to add to 

and coordinate our volunteer visitors and 
may be inviting you to join this ministry.  
Feel free to let her know of your interest.  
We are grateful to her for her willingness 
to undertake this work.  I hope you will 

join me in supporting her as she learns the 
ropes.  I also want to express my             

appreciation to all those who expressed 
interest in the position and the Personnel 

Committee for their sensitive and   
thoughtful work in filling this post. 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank You, Rayna! 

 
Of course, Pastor Terry wants to express again my thanks to Rayna Brown 
who retired from this position at the end of December.  We are grateful for 
her years of service in this position and for her continued work as our     
organist.  I encourage you to pass along your thanks to her as well. 
(G.I.F.T.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held  
February 16.  

So mark your calendar and plan on being there! 

 

 

 
 
February 2– Dan Durban 
February 9– Christine Garrison 
February 16-Elaine Goebel 
February 23-Janis Hanes 
    
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Yoga meets on Mondays at 6:00pm.  


