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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Pastor Terry Farmer  812-602-3571 
Minister of Visitation     Linda Steurer   812-963-3394 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Steve Sampson  Linda Steurer  Sheila Bender 
Vice President Dave Henze  Ron Tillman 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Lynn Johnson 
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Roger Damm  812-963-6868 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 
Tony Steurer  812-499-8860  Randy Ricketts  812-963-0924 
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The men and women serving our country 
 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews 
of Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer 
Ezekiel Townsend and crew  of USS Alabam a
-husband of Paige Townsend 

1/1 Kenny Brown 1/18 Elaine Flick 

1/5 Nick Tieken 1/20 Brody Carr 

1/6 Bob Harker 1/22 Brayden Flick 

1/7 Richard Mussard 1/24 Dian Capshaw 

1/7 Don Steurer 1/24 Susan Johnson 

1/8 Barry Bickel 1/25 Ken Jones 

1/9 Susan Henze 1/26 Rayna Brown 

1/10 Charlotte  Gerst 1/28 Ton Guinn 

1/10 Amber Garrison 1/28 Michael Johnson 

1/11 Kim Ahrens 1/30 Russell Jones 

1/13 Tyler Ricketts 1/30 Beth Lovell 

1/18 Jordan Stinnett 1/31 Chris Conley 

Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 
Pine Haven Health & Rehabilitation Center 
812-424-8100 
3400 Stocker Drive-47720 
Elgene Williams-Room 403-B 
 
 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Dorothy Hopple –Leisure Living-3024 Restful Place-Evansville, 
IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Dorothy Martin-15530 AJ Drive-Evansville, IN  47725 
 
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment 143 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 
Tom Scheller-Room  610 
 
Evansville Protestant Home-476-3360 
3701 Washington Ave-Evansville, IN  47714 
Karen Schaefer-23 South 
 
North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 



The St. Paul’s  

Newsletter Deadline  

The material deadline for the February 

issue of The St. Paul’s Newsletter is  

Monday, January 18, 2021 
Do we have your up-to-date contact information?  As you know we  

increasingly use electronic technology to  communicate with our       

members.  And this means we use several different lists to send out our 

information.  We use the emailing list that allows you to receive the 3M 

and to also distribute the worship links each Sunday.  

 

We use an automatic calling service to make more urgent                

announcements that cannot wait for, or are not  necessarily well suited 

for a mailed notice.  

 

We use a different email list to send out prayer requests to those of you 

who have let us know that you are willing to be part of our prayer team 

that responds to urgent requests.  And finally, we us the U.S. Mail for 

our monthly newsletter.   

 

If you have changed your phone number, email address or physical 

address, you might miss out. So, if you make a change (including    

dropping your landline phone), take a  moment and let Norma know. 

Then we can adjust our records and keep you up to date. 

You can pick up your 

 2021 Offering envelopes 

 from the  

Church Office 

 Monday thru Thursday  

from 9:00am—2:00pm.  

 

Did you know? 

We Accept 

E-Giving! 

Use a checking account, savings account, debit 

or credit card to quickly and easily make your    

secure one-time or recurring (weekly or monthly) 

donation. 

Automating your donations permits uninterrupted 

giving in the event of  vacations, illness or   

inclement weather closure. 

Call Norma in the church office for more            

information.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s 

As we’re entering this season of Advent, and 2020 comes to a close, our reflections are very different this 
year. Many families have been struggling with physical and financial hardships, isolation and loss, 
brought on by the pandemic. Our church families have been faced with not always being able to gather as 

the Body of Christ with in-house worship services, but relying on virtual services, when necessary. Even our Weekday 
ministry has been forced to change its format, as we were not allowed to have on-site classes in out mobile classrooms 
this year. However, one thing that has not changed, and will NEVER change is that our God is good and faithful thru it 
all!  His blessings continue to flow, as our ministry is now entering the homes of our students, possible reaching entire 
families with the Word of God. Praise Him! 

Something else that has never changes is the faithfulness and generosity of our wonderful friends and church families. 
And as we reflect on this year, we continue to be so thankful for you and your support. Your recent gift of $127.50        
continues to help us bring the love and Good News of Jesus Christ to countless children in our community in an entirely 
new way this year. Jesus came to be the Light of the World, and we thank you for being a light in the lives of these       
children, who’ve been faced with such uncertainty. God bless you, and Merry Christmas! 

 

Sincerest blessings,  

Daphne Owen, Development Specialist 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and members. I would like to express my appreciation for your       
donation of $250. 

Your support of the mission of the fire department, which assists the volunteer firefighters who willingly 
give freely of their time to assist our friends and neighbors, is greatly appreciated.  

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Schnautz 

 

Thank you for being so faithful and 

remembering me. I miss seeing 

everyone.  

 

Bettye Conley 

I just wanted to thank  

Linda Steurer  

for the cards and phone calls while 

Leonard was in the hospital and 

nursing home. Thank you for     

everything that you do.  

Roberta Lenfers 



 

 

Dear St. Paul’s 

I am writing to thank you for your kind and generous gift of $102.08. During this year of  uncertainty and           

hardships, I am moved to pause, count my blessings and give thanks for all that we have been able to              

accomplish at Habitat for Humanity of Evansville because of kind and generous partners like you.  By giving 

them a hand up– not a hand out– families can overcome the obstacles that stand between them and     

healthier, more financially stable lives.  

Because of your support, over 525 Habitat families in  Vanderburgh and Posey Counties are no longer end   

during substandard conditions that threatened their health long before COVID ever did. With an affordable 

home, Habitat families don’t have to choose between paying rent, eating healthy foods, or buying  medications. 

With a house they can call their own, Habitat families no longer live in       severely overcrowded situations    

because the only way to have afforded rent or saved money was to live in a place shared with others or that was 

far too small. Your support is what makes all of this possible.  

Thanks to you, our Habitat partner families have something to be grateful for this year...a permanent place to 

call home during these challenging times, and always.  

On behalf of our staff, board, and homeowners-we thank you for being such a generous partner with Habitat 

for Humanity of Evansville,  

Holly M Edmond-Director of Development 

 

 

 

Dear Friends at St. Paul UCC,  

Thank you! You are helping UCS be the  community of  car ing 

that people deserve and need. Your compassion and  generosity help 

hundreds of men, women, and children every day who are   homeless, 

hungry, and hurting in our community find relief, recovery, and      

restoration.  

Thank you for your donation of $127.50. 

As the weather gets colder and the economic impact of the pandemic 

looms in the New Year, you are making an  important difference. You 

are the front lines helping UCS provide the basic needs of life-food, 

clothing, safety, and  shelter-every day. You are helping people in  

crisis  receive the necessities they need to flourish-acceptance, mercy, 

hope, and housing.  

Each year, thousands of lives are improved thanks to your friendship 

and partnership with UCS. Your  continues support for our mission is 

important and appreciated. Happy Holidays and New Year! 

Sincerely,  

Jason Emmerson-Executive Director 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s UCC German Township 
Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

October 28, 2020 
 

Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Keith Ahrens, Sheila Bender, Ron Tillman, Lynn Johnson,      
Jeanette Phillips, Linda Steurer, Natalie Skeels 
 
Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels 
Linda made a motion to approve the September minutes, Keith seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens 
Income: $10,451.50           General Fund:  $243,538.77 
Expenses: $16,227.06        Capital Fund:  $569,883.42  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 
Since the data by at last report, September 21st, I have spent substantial time on the following items. 

 Bereavement follow up 
 Clergy Zoom meetings re Covid 
 I have sent notes or had calls with 6 members or member units 
 Worship planning and recording, along with the 3M and the Study Window 
 Polity Course which is taking about 15 hours a week. It has been informative. It will wrap up the week prior to 
 Thanksgiving 
 Work on planning for 12 Ways of Christmas, Thanksgiving worship, and Fall Vespers 
 Video committee meeting for International Ministries 
 Responding to several non-member genealogical inquires 

 
I have been asked by our Cemetery Committee to raise an issue with the Council regarding the membership discount for 
Cemetery plots. As you know, our membership records are not completely accurate. The Cemetery committee feels that 
it needs guidance when it receives a request for a member discount from a person they do not believe is actually a    
member. I do not have specific examples of this. But it apparently comes up with some degree of frequency and they 
have asked for guidance. I would like to discuss this at our meeting.  
 
I would like the Council’s word of mouth help promoting our Fall Vespers service which will be held at 5:00 PM on  
either November 1st or the rain date November 8th. In-person communion will be served at this service. I could use some 
help with parking and social distancing at this event.   
 
I will be performing a private baptism for the Waterman family on November 8th.  
 
We will be offering a video Thanksgiving service which will issue on Tuesday November 24th.   
 
It would also be great if we had good Council participation in the 12 Ways of Christmas activities.  
 
The church office will be closed November 17-19 (Tuesday thru Thursday). Norma will be out of the office as her     
husband is having surgery and needs her care.   
 
The office will be closed the day of the general election, November 3rd. Arrangements have been made to fog the social 
Hall building after the general election as discussed previously. 
 
Vice President’s Report: Dave Henze 

 Integrity Facility Solutions presented options for stripping/waxing/buffing the floors. 
Lynn made a motion to proceed with a top scrub and wax of the social hall and south lobby floors for $1400, Keith     
seconded. Motion passed.  
 
Jeanette made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Sheila seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:32pm 



Be Sure to check out  

St. Paul’s Virtual  

Children’s Moments each week! 

January 3 Epiphany Sunday  

 We will worship with Bethlehem UCC 

January 10 Communion Sunday 

Message Baptism 

Scripture Mark 1:4-11; Acts 19:1-7 

January 17 Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Message Trouble Sleeping? 

Scripture 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

January 24 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Message Not Gonna Do It 

Scripture Jonah 3:1-5,10 

January 31 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Message Evil Knows It When It Sees It 

Scripture Mark 1:21-28 

Personally, I would like to think there will be a grand and glorious Sunday out there when we could all go back to     

worship in the sanctuary for the first time and find the choir in the choir loft, the organ playing, everyone sitting with 

his family and friends, and all joined in singing our old familiar hymns. Unfortunately, a return in that dramatic way is 

not likely. But this does not mean that we cannot make improvements as conditions warrant.  

What will it look like and when will it happen? Again, I do not know. Perhaps it will start with a transition from our  

virtual worship to some sort of outdoor worship as the weather improves. But no matter how we do this, the main thing 

is that we continue to:  1) work in concert with one another; 2) as the church; 3) to do the work God has given us to do; 

4) within the conditions that are before us.  

It is my prayer and hope for each of you that 2021 will be a safe, prosperous, and spiritually enriching year. God has 

been good to us. God will continue to be good to us. And we are called to be faithful in response. 

Peace, joy, and safety to you.  

Pastor Terry   



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulsgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Looking out my study window I am in awe and grateful for what we accomplished as a church to celebrate Advent and       

Christmas.  

Well, the season of Christmas will still be ongoing when you receive this as it does not end until Epiphany on January 6th. Yet, I 

want to take this opportunity to look back on all that we did with our Twelve Ways of Christmas observance. If I were to look for 

an example of the truth of the statement that the building may be closed but the church is open, nothing would be more obvious 

as a testament to that fact than what this church was able to do in recent days. Let’s review the past few weeks. 

We conducted and invited others to attend our Advent worship services.  

Four families volunteered to light the Advent candles for our worship services.  

Many of you took advantage of our four Advent studies.  

We held a highly successful Living Nativity at which more than 270 cars came through in the 90 minutes it was offered. Our  

estimate is that between 700 and 900 people were in those vehicles.  We have received nothing but positive comments about 

that event and many are talking about whether or not we could do it again next year. In this time of Covid, being able to organize 

and execute something of that quality and scope is simply phenomenal. What an outreach to our community.  One whose impact 

may have been meaningful to some in ways we cannot imagine. 

Beyond this, we obtained the volunteer services of a graphic artist who designed a custom card for our church.  And many of you 

volunteered to help us send those Christmas cards to all our members and friends. This brought a bit of joy into the lives of 

some folks who were very isolated this year. 

We had a good turnout at our Worship and Sing for Joy service in the parking lot. This allowed us to meet and join our voices 

together in a comparatively safe environment singing Christmas carols and hymns. 

Our virtual Christmas Eve service was well attended.  

Every window in our sanctuary and two in our narthex were decorated for the season so that we could use those in our worship 

service pictures. This helped to add some normality to our Advent and Christmas video worship services. 

26 persons wrote contributions for our Advent devotional booklet that we were able to mail out to over 100 people. I found these 

writings to be very meaningful and inspirational.  I trust you did too. 

The collections of money for our Giving Tree for the United Caring Services restroom and bathroom project is ongoing. There is 

still time for you to contribute if you wish. 

And all of you had an opportunity to read one of the accounts of the Christmas story from your Bible.  

If you look back on all that has been accomplished, it is, admittedly, exhausting. But it is also extremely satisfying that we could 
do so much in this year! In fact, we did more than we usually do in a normal year to make this season as meaningful as possible 
for as many as possible.  That is faithfulness. 

It would be impossible to thank each of you individually for all the things that you did during these days. There were so many 

people who did things that were obvious and so many more who did things that were not observed, to make all this possible. We 

also enjoyed the substantial assistance of several people who are not members of our church but who wanted to help us          

accomplish what we did.  It was an all-hands-on-deck effort and shows what a determined group of people can do when properly     

motivated and focused on the Kingdom work. We must keep our potential in mind as we plan for our future together. 

As we conclude this calendar year and look toward a new one, we know as a certainty that we will face additional challenges. It is 
difficult if not impossible at this moment to predict when we might be able to get back to something that looks like normal. Your 
Church Council will continue to be diligent to monitor developments and to try to chart a course forward. They will be sharing 
decisions as they are made.  

(continue) 

St. Paul’s News 


