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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Pastor Terry Farmer  812-602-3571 
Minister of Visitation     Linda Steurer   812-963-3394 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Steve Sampson  Linda Steurer  Sheila Bender 
Vice President Dave Henze  Ron Tillman 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Lynn Johnson 
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Jeanette Phillips 
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Roger Damm  812-963-6868 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Ralph Trautvetter 812-963-5230 
Tony Steurer  812-499-8860  Randy Ricketts  812-963-0924 
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 
TASC, Jeanette Phillips  

July 2020 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The men and women serving our country 
 
Erik Yestingsmeier –greatgrandchildren 
 of  Lucille Fowler 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews of 
Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer 
Ezekiel Townsend and crew  of USS Alabam a  

July 2 Lesle' Clouser July 20 Roberta Lenfers 

July 3 Jessie Ricketts July 20 Marcia Razor 

July 3 Ralph Trautvetter July 21 Hunter Scott 

July 6 Allyson Johnson July 22 J. Wes Dossett 

July 6 Justin McCullough July 22 Jeffrey Tillman 

July 7 Tamm y Jewell July 24 Gene Goebel 

July 8 Jim Schmidt July 24 Bill McCullough 

July 9 Pan Shelton July 26 Brain Bobbitt 

July 9 Katie Tieken July 27 Phyllis Buente 

July 12 Marilyn Schneider July 28 Kathy Moseley 

July 12 Kristi Wade July 29 Steve Lovell 

July 13 Candice Moad July 29 Kendal Roeder 

July 15 Andrea Bender July 29 Stephanie Sala 

July 16 Greta Neu July 30 Jeremy Buley 

July 17 Paul Carr July 30 Kaija Carr 

July 20 Carolyn Lauderdale July 31 Glenna Hale 

  July 30  Jennifer Tillman-Pariman 

North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 
 
Wyndmoor-812-867-7900 
6521 Greendale Dr.-Evansville, IN  47711 
Arthur Stratman-Room 128 
 
The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912 
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN  47711 
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit 
 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Nettie Schmidt-6400 Mesker Park Drive-Evansville, IN  47720 
Tom Scheller-PO Box 6304-Evansville, IN 47719 
Elgene Williams-1226 Begonia Court-Evansville, IN  47712 
Dorothy Hopple –Leisure Living-3024 Restful Place-
Evansville, IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
 
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Heritage Center-812-429-0700 
1201 West Buena Vista Road-Evansville, IN  47710 
Charlotte Lux-Room 116 
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Donn & Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
Wilma Lovell-Apartment143 
Dorothy Martin-Apartment 116 
 
West River Health Campus-812-985-9878 
714 South Eickhoff Road-Evansville, IN 47712 
Dian Capshaw-Room 105 
Tom Capshaw-Room 104 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Ann (Daniels) Smoke, 64, member of St. Paul’s UCC German Township, passed 
away on Thursday, June 11, 2020. Cheryl was born in Detroit Michigan on June 17, 
1955. She was a nursing assistant and her caring personality and compassionate nature 
made her a natural care giver.  She cared for Edna Bittner for several years. She also 
assisted with the TASC program of St. Paul’s. Cheryl Will be greatly missed by her 
friends.   

Submitted by Judy Gabe 

Thanks to everyone for the cards and phone calls during my recovery from knee               

replacement surgery and no weight bearing on this leg for six weeks. A Special Thanks to 

Pastor Terry and Linda Steurer for their phone calls and encouragement. Still having some 

pain but hoping in another few months this will be much approved.  

Also want to thank Pastor Terry, Denise, Noah, Rayna and Jessica for the weekly church 

services and  Children’s Moments.  

Hope we can all return to Church very soon.  

Sarah Guinn 

First of all I would like to congratulate  my son Vincent Flores for graduating and          
obtaining his diploma from 4th form and for also being the first of one of my sons for        

accomplishing and successfully met one of his goal. I thanks  the lord for giving him the 
strength, health and taking care of him. I also will say thanks to a special family of us Mrs. 
Beth Skeels and church who contributed and supported my son in his studies. I proudly once 
again say thanks and blessings to them. And with their support my son will make them proud 
of him in the future. Thanks love you all. 
 
This is from a Facebook post of Amanda Flores who lives in Belize. 

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s UCC,  

We want to thank you so much for supporting Weekday Christian Education with your monthly donation. Your faithful 

support is so very much appreciated, especially at this time, as I ‘m certain your own ministry has been struggling due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Without question, our primary concern and prayers are for the safety and health of our 

loved ones, our friends, and for our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout our country and all over the world.   

However, as with any ministry, Weekday heavily relies on the generosity of other to keep us going. We are humbled by 

the magnificent way our awesome Father God continues to bless us thru wonderful generous church families, like 

yours, even in the midst of a pandemic. And now,  “the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 

upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

Sincerest Blessings to you,  

Daphne Owen, Development Specialist 

Weekday Christian Education 



Pastor’s Report: Pastor Terry Farmer 

Since the date of the last report, which was Feb. 18, I have spent significant time on the following. 

 Covid-19 staff and building use issues. 
 Developing video worship capabilities 
 Attending clergy meetings related to Covid-19 
 Attended the ETSA Spring meeting 
 Attended Men’s Lenten Breakfasts 
 90 calls and notes 
 Conducted one funeral-Brian Mussard 
 Funeral visitation 
 3 emergency visits 
 Conducted Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday Services 
 Welcomed one new member- David Wires 
 Obtained new pew Bibles authorized by Council 

Figuring out how to improve our virtual worship experience has been quite the journey. We went from a cold 
start to video in less than 9 days and have worked hard to steadily improve our services. We have had to 
overcome scores of sound and software issues. Each misadventure had its own learning curve. Most of the 
equipment we are utilizing was either owned by Denise and I or was borrowed. We did purchase a              
microphone that feeds directly into the camera (about $200) and had to move away from the free editing 
software to a more professional one (about $80). And just to confirm that Murphy is alive and well, we had 
to upgrade MailChimp to deal with spam filter issues caused by Gmail. This is an ongoing expense of about 
$6.00 a month. 

I want to make sure that folks know how much time Denise has spent on these issues. We would be doing 
voice recordings only if it had not been for her willingness to learn the editing and other skills from scratch. 
The first services took about 30 hours of her time to edit and get up on the internet for viewing. One of the 
services had to be redone from scratch a second time. Now with the better software and experience, there is 
still about 12 hours of editing after about 2-3 hours of recording. She makes it look easy. But it is not, and I 
do not want to fail to acknowledge my debt to her and her contribution. Noah, of course, has been a big help 
with answering questions and helping to find and figure out software issues and helps record each week. 

Rayna, Noah and Andrea have provided music, and this has greatly enhanced what we have done. All of the 
music we use has been performed by our St. Paul’s musicians. Flute and sax instrumental quartets are     
multitrack recordings of Noah playing. 

Jessica has provided Children’s messages along with Denise and I did Easter. These have had as many as 85 
views. 

Our Sunday services have had between 120 and 220 views. And as noted above, we have attracted one new 
member as a result of these efforts. 

I also want to salute Norma for her willingness to keep the office open during this time. She has made it   
possible to collect offerings and otherwise keep the church operating. The rest of your staff also continues to 
perform their duties within the limits of the current situation and are doing many important things that are 
keeping us in contact with one another. 

Preparatory work continues for VBS, although it is uncertain if it can be held. In case we are not able to offer 
it this year, we are only doing those things that can be stored and brought out for use in 2021. 

At some point, we will be faced with difficult choices about reopening the church. This will take careful 
thought and will need to address the special needs of our large population of vulnerable members. So, what 
one church may do may not be right for St. Paul’s. We do not want to open in any manner that is unsafe or 
encourages folks to take risks with their health. We all want to be back together. And this and the inevitable 
more aggressive posture of some churches will build pressure on us. But we will need to use our best       
judgment based upon the best information available, before we are. 

 

Vice President’s Report: Dave Henze 

 He and Lynn did an extensive walk through with Sonitrol security company 
 We need to move forward with installing more security measures while the church is empty. 

 

Sheila made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Lynn seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm 



 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Church Council Meeting via Zoom 

April 22, 2020 

 

Present: Steve Sampson, David Henze, Terry Farmer, Keith Ahrens, Ron Tillman, Linda Steurer,   Jeanette 
Phillips, Lynn Johnson, Sheila Bender, Natalie Skeels 

 

Guest: Rob Henson from ONB 

  Rob gave his annual review of the Carol Y Keil Trust 

 

Pastor Terry opened in prayer. 

 

President’s Report: Steve Sampson 

  Payroll protection application has been filed for the church for 2.5 months of payroll expenses. 

 

Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels 

Keith made a motion to approve the February and March minutes. Sheila seconded, motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens 

Income:     $14,525.64            General Fund:  $239,755.03 

Expenses: $16,525.64            Capital Fund:   $571,864.57 

  This included a contribution of $250 and a Carol Keil Trust Payment of $17,740.49 for the month of 
 March. 

  There was a Capital expense for $2,588 for the sanctuary repairs (baseboard heater removal). 
 

 

Trustee Report: Ron Tillman 

  Work day to clean up the church grounds and get ready for the mowing season was March 28. 
 Thanks to all that attended. 
  Mowing schedule has been given to trustees and the crews are working. Weed eating contractor has 

 done a good job to date. 
  Repairs to the cemetery drive – Bill McCullough has put us on the list with David Enterprises. I will 

 try to get a better idea as to when this will happen. 
  We are also on the list for resealing of the parking lot this spring. I am supposed to be notified before 

 that takes place as well. Would like to discuss the layout of the spaces when we can get together. 
  Holes in the floor where the baseboard heaters were have been covered and the carpet patched. 

 Baseboards will be put down soon. 
  Rusted out duct work on the HVAC unit for the social hall has been replaced. The gutter of the     

 parking lot side is being fabricated and will be installed soon. 

Dave made a motion that we set aside up to $750 for gravel by the scout shed. Keith seconded, motion 
passed.            

(continue) 



Virtual Vacation  Bible School 2020 

 

July 1-July 14 

 

 

Be Sure to check out St. Paul’s  

Virtual Children’s Moments each 

week! 

 

 

 

Beth Skeels has the following             

Scrip Cards available for sale. 

Buehlers Buy Low- $25 and $50 

Lics- $2.00 

Remember our shut-ins with cards and phone 
calls. It means so much to be thought of. 
 
To the world you may be one person, but to one 
person you may be the world. 
 
Linda Steurer 

 Church Parking Lot  

will be 

resurfaced and striped  

on  

July 10th and 11th.  



July 5      Communion Sunday &  

  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Message Things Revealed to Infants 
Scripture Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

 

July 12  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Message It’s Not Over  'till It’s Over 
Scripture Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

 

July 19      Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Message What Happened While We Slept? 
Scripture Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

 

July 26   Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

Message Wisdom for the Facing of this Hour 
Scripture 1 Kings 3:5-12 

      

     

 Income  

  Contributions $15,170.00 

  Other Income 1,135.57 

     

 Total Income $16,305.57 

 Expenses  

  Payroll & Benefits 9,626.62 

  Administrative Expenses 838.82 
  Church Property Maintenance 3,616.05 

  Evangelism & Outreach 190.69 

  Stewardship & Missions 1,624.58 

  Nurture & Discipleship 109.00 

  Worship & Church Renewal 107.80 

  Congregational Life  

     

 Total Expenses $16,113.56 

    

St Paul’s United Church of Christ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

April 30, 2020 

 

   

 

 

 

Did you know? 

We Accept 

E-Giving! 

Use a checking account, savings 

account, debit or credit card to 

quickly and easily make your    

secure one-time or recurring 

(weekly or monthly) donation. 

Automating your donations     

permits uninterrupted giving in 

the event of  vacations, illness or  

inclement weather closure. 

Call Norma in the church office 

for more information.  

The new Sign should  

be installed by Mid– July 



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
My Study Window… 

Looking out my study window I am thinking about the last time I 

heard someone say, “Mind your manners”. 

When I was young, it was not uncommon to visit a home and find a 

copy of Amy Vanderbilt’s book on etiquette on the shelf.  There was a 

time when a lot of thought put into the “proper” way of doing things.  

Proper etiquette was of concern to folks of all social strata because not 

being able to properly eat a meal, dress appropriately, write a thank 

you note, send out or respond to an invitation, or to correctly address 

someone in writing or in conversation was a sign of disrespect or at 

least poor conduct.  And there were others.  Failing to make proper 

introductions was widely thought to be rude to literally everyone in a 

conversation.  And until recently, the failure to offer a handshake to 

someone you just met was thought to be snub.  

Manners continue to be important worldwide.  I read this in an article 

published in the magazine The Economist a couple of weeks ago.  

“Etiquette lessons are still mandatory for those aspiring to become 

senior government officials in Bangladesh and Pakistan, although 

Pakistan no longer marks candidates down for a slip of the           

teaspoon. During six months living and studying at the Bangladesh 

Public Administration Training Centre (BPATC), future civil        

servants must eat with knives and forks, says Mehbub, a successful 

graduate. A watchful instructor is quick to chastise anyone who  

reverts to eating directly from the right hand, as is customary for 

most South Asians.” 

I will be the first to admit that our more relaxed way of doing things is 

more comfortable and some of what was considered proper etiquette 

is, in hindsight, a little silly.  But there is something to be said for  

doing things in a way that is commonly agreed to communicate    

proper respect for those with whom you are interacting.  The    

premise behind some aspects of etiquette is that all interactions 

should be based on mutual respect, even the difficult ones. 

Now different cultures certainly have developed different ways of  

observing proper etiquette.  In some cultures, pointing or waving can 

be seen as being disrespectful.  Casually taking a business card from a 

Japanese businessperson without accepting it with both hands and 

taking a moment to properly study it may be deemed disrespectful to 

the person who offered the card.  I am sure you can think of other 

examples you have read about or encountered in other cultures. 

It seems to me that one contributor to a lack of harmony in society is 

the failure to communicate, in a genuine way, proper regard for one 

another.  No one likes to be overlooked.  No one likes to be treated 

dismissively.  No one appreciates rude or hateful treatment.   

Communication of proper respect can be difficult in two situations.  
The first is where social norms for proper interactions have been so 
diluted or ignored that there is no generally accepted method for 
showing respect by our actions.  The other is where cultural            
differences can leave two genuinely respectful people from two      
different cultures interacting in ways that are respectful for one     
culture but not the other.  The potential for a misunderstanding is 
obvious.  And before we assume that this is only a problem for people 
from different countries, we should consider differences based on age, 
parts of the country, religion, race, and sometimes even gender.   

 Now I do not propose that everyone should go out and read a book 

of etiquette.  Nor do I consider myself an expert in this area either 

as reflected in my knowledge or my conduct.  But I do want us to 

take a moment to consider this from a Christian perspective. 

My reading of Matthew Chapter 5 makes it clear that Jesus is very 

concerned about how we treat others, even down to the level of   

being concerned with proper greetings.  In verse 47 he                  

admonishes,” And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what 

more are you doing than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the 

same?”  Jesus is all too aware of our proclivity to show respect for 

those who are in our circle and to ignore or treat shabbily those who 

are not.  This could be described as a concern for Christian          

hospitality, the ability to convey to everyone that we value their 

worth as a human created in the image of God.   

I want to suggest some practical implications for us to consider even 

during these days when we are not interacting with others as much 

as we used to.  First, we are still able to notice and acknowledge 

those around us.  This includes the person manning the window at 

the drive through, the person staffing the checkout counter, the 

folks delivering our mail and newspapers, as well as our neighbors.  

A greeting and, when appropriate, a thank you goes a long way to 

making folks feel valued.  When people feel valued, there is an    

increase in harmonious feeling.  Second, when we post on social 

media or speak to others, do we use language that conveys that we 

understand that everyone, even those with whom we disagree, are 

God’s creation?  In the current age, we fail to appreciate the power 

of language.  Too much of what passes for discourse is really filled 

with language that is designed to demean, tear down, or even     

destroy the reputation and regard that others may have for an    

individual.  Christians are encouraged to debate ideas based on our 

understanding of God’s purposes, but in the process, we are not 

given license to freely attack the worth of individuals.  Finally, are 

we willing to bend to the norms of others regarding respectful    

behavior, the etiquette if you will, of those who are not exactly like 

us.  Are we willing to follow the old saying “when in Rome, do as the 

Romans do”?  It may be that “Rome” is an interaction between a 20 

something and a 60 something.  It could be someone with a      

background from the North interacting with someone from the 

South.  It could be a Protestant neighbor dealing with a Catholic 

neighbor, or Jewish or Muslim.   

God regards everyone from everywhere as one of God’s beloved.  

There can be no disputing this.  By being mindful of our deportment 

towards others, we can extend the indispensable courtesy of respect 

for God’s beloved.  Or in sum, do we respect the Creator?  Then we 

must respect the created. 

Peace to you and yours.  Stay safe. 

Pastor Terry 

St. Paul’s News 


